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OUR PATENTED “STEPPED-VEE VENTILATED TUNNEL” (SWT) HULL CREATES THE LOWEST DRAG COEFFICIENT OF ANY MONO 
HULL ON THE MARKET. THIS MEANS INCREASED SPEED, BEHER FUEL ECONOMY THAN CONVENTIONAL STEPPED HULLS, 
AND AN ALL-AROUND BETTER RIDE. 


Tfc TWfl STEPS AHEAD ^ 
33*. 3B\ 38* 8 42’ MODELS AVAfUDl^ 


“INVINCIBLE HAS SET A NEW INDUSTRY SmRMfi FOR QUALITY, FIT & FINISH AND CUSTOMER SERVICE BY 
WHICH ALL OTHER BOAT MANUFACTURERS ARE NOW MEASURED ” 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 



FIRST 
AND FAST 


In last month's editorial, I told you about the coming changes to Marlin, and 
now they've arrived. This issue debuts our bold new look, which we like a lot, 
and which we hope you'll like as well. It's clean and easy to read, and the new 
design allows us to pack the pages with lots more useful information. 

You will notice a host of new departments as well, alongside some tried- 
and-true sections and some others that we've slightly modified. Our goal is to 
expand upon the traditional content the magazine has provided, enhancing it 
and bringing all-new material to the book at the same time. For example, the 
front-of-the-book departments will now reside in a section named Before 
the Strike. Here's a summary of what you can expect in terms of new items in the 
pages of that section. 

Players: An in-depth interview with a prominent member of our industry. 
Anyone from an up-and-coming mate or captain to a veteran boatbuilder 
could grace these pages. Diversity is the key, and we know we will find some 
interesting characters to talk to on the docks. 

Where the Bite Is: This new department will provide a graphic reference for 
where you can expect to find the best bite for a certain species in the month 
ahead around the world. We have established a core group of experts to advise 
us for this section with the hope of keeping Marlin readers in the know about 
where it's going off. 

Gear: Note that we've added a new dimension to our venerable New Gear 
section: a listing of items you definitely do not need, but most likely want. 

On the Hard: This mini photo gallery from Richard Gibson depicts a 
hilarious donkey polo match from the Dominican Republic, held during a lay 
day. Enough said. Mini galleries like this will appear from time to time from 
other photographers as well, on a variety of subjects. 

Opinion: Here we ask four members of the recreational-fishing industry a 
question of the month. The question might be serious, as it is this go-round, 
or we could throw our panel a curveball from time to time. Either way, it 
should be interesting to hear what our peers are thinking. 

The back-of-the-book section will also sport a new name: Run & Gun. We've 
moved two columns from the front back to this section: Electronics and Ship's 
Systems. These columns will join our boat tests in order to get all boat-related 
content in one place for easy reference. 

So here it is; we hope you enjoy the changes, and we want to hear your 
feedback either way. 

But you'll need to send that feedback to Senior Editor Andrew Cox (andrew 
.cox@bonniercorp.com) because this is my last issue as Editor-in-Chief of 
Marlin. I'm off to face new challenges, but I leave believing Marlin to be the 
best offshore fishing magazine in the world, bar none, and I take great pride 
in having been a part of it for the past two years. Thanks for riding along, and 
I know I'll be seeing many of you on a dock somewhere soon. 



John Brownlee 

Editor-in-Chief 
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EXPERIENCE THE NEW 
GT70 HATTERASCAL 


BORN FROM 
A DESIRE 
TO WIN 



gt70 


Be one of the first to see the all-new Hatteras GT70 Hatterascal at 
the 2015 Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show this November. 
The perfect balance of speed, performance and customization, it’s a 
new take on the iconic Hatteras tournament yacht that’s been reeling 
in trophies for decades. Inspired by legends, the new Hatterascal is 
destined to become one. 

Appointments are limited, so register online today. 

Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show I Nov. 5th - 9th 



WWW.HATTERASYACHTS.COM 
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For those who don’t want 
to run dry. 

Comfortable. Fuel efflolent. Longer distanoe. 
Who else but MAN . 

Stop by our booth# 1047 at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show to find out more. 



MAN Engines 




FEEDBACK 


editor@marlinmag.com 


Follow Marlin's Instagram (©marlinmag) and tag 
your fishing photos with #IVIarlinlVlagazine. 




@joaocanelas17 



@joee_santana 



©stevetgoine 


@dave_amaraliures 



©garrettpenley 


©haulingrassfishingteam 



+ 

EMAIL, MAIL, FAX OR SUBSCRIBE 

editor@marlinmag.com 
460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, 

Winter Park, FL 32789 
Fax: 407-628-7061 
marlinmag.com/newsletter 


FOND MEMORIES 


You published an 
article I wrote in 1982 
["Key West Miracle," 
Volume 1, Number 3, 
Fall] about the three 
blue marlin I caught in 
my 24-foot Blackfin 
in one day. The second 
article ["Poetic Justice," 
Volume 3, Number 1, 
Spring 1984] was 
about my wife and the 
578-pound blue she 
caught, a Key West 
record at that time. To 
this day, it's still the 
second-largest blue 
caught in Key West. The 
record is 606 pounds, 
caught approximately 
October 1986. 



My wife passed 
away in 1999. During 
her illness, I sold our 
boat. After her passing, 
I got on a bike to get 
my mind straight. Dur- 
ing the past 14 years, 
I have gone 149,000 
miles on the bike, 
all in Key West and 
Stock Island. I am now 


82 years young. 

I was going through 
my pictures and came 
across a photo of a 
blue caught in 1 987 
while we were drifting 
20 miles offshore for 
swordfish. The charter 
from Tampa caught a 
blue the day before, 



and I asked if he would 
like to try and catch a 
swordfish the next 
day. It took my charter 
three hours until we 
first saw what we had, 
and it was the biggest 
blue I have ever seen. 
My mate. Bob, was 
holding the leader. 
My charter wanted to 
release the fish, and 
we tagged the beau- 
tiful blue. Anybody 
who knows blue mar- 
lin would say the fish 
would have weighed 
800-plus pounds. 

Charles Roswell, 
Key West, Florida 


facebook.com/marlinnnag 



Marlin's Web feature "Fastest Sport-Fishers" (marlinmag.com/fastboats) generated a lot 
of buzz on Marlin's Facebook page (facebook.com/marlinmag). 


COLLIN ROSS 

One of the oldest in the fleet, 46 knots, well over a 
thousand blues under her belt, the ol' ReVenge. 

LAWRENCE PLAISANCE 

C'est La Vie by American Custom Yachts is a BEAST 

HITN RUN-SPORTFISH 

The 68 F&S Hit N Run has hit 47.5 a few times. We've 
played with the wheels a bunch and can't break 50! 

ALAN GASTIGER 

1 remember an article back in the early '90s about a 92 
Lydia (1 believe it was called Renegade) with 1 692s and 
gas turbines that hit 55. 
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MARINA 

LA PEN INSULA 


'46 slips 

- Dedicated fuel dock 
and boat ramp 

- Electric cart 
transportation 

" Fishing, scuba and 
waterspoft center 

'Bar and restaurant 


(p 

LA PENINSULA 


ICU^ ci4li 


^ Apartments 
- Villas & Lots 


lb 

BEACH CLUB 

la PENINSULA 


^ Beach bar 
and terrace 
■ Infinity edge pool 

* Resteurant 

* Clubhouse 


THE MOST EXCLUSIVE AND EXQUISITE ISLAND COMMUNITY 



PEARL ISLAND 

PANAMA 


pearlislands^zoni ro.com 


www.pearLisLand.com - (S07J 30^.5150 


Facebook- Pearl Islar^d Living 
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LEFT TEASER! 

Jessica Haydahl 
Richardson shot this 
incredible photo 
of a blue marlin on 
the left teaser while 
fishing for light-tackle 
world records with 
angler Gary Carter in 
Panama. Pulling all 
teasers and working 
as a team, the crew 
decided which 
line class to pitch 
depending on the 
size of the blue in 
the spread. 

LOCATION 

Captured in 
December while in 
Pinas Bay, Panama, 
aboard Picaflor 
with Capt. Wade 
Richardson 


tSk 

TECH SPECS 
CAMERA: 

Nikon D7000 

LENS: Nikkor 300mm 

f/2.8VRII 

ISO: 400 
APERTURE: f/7.1 
SPEED: 1/1200 sec 
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Tv^ 16 cylinder MTU engines will pack 

under the deck of the Centurion^ . 




“At Spencer Yachts we thrive on the best. When we are looking for 
power vs. weight and ultimate performance in our 74, MTU is our 
choice. The MSB is neat, responsive and powerful.” - Paul Spencer 


Visit Spencer Yachts 1 OOth hull online 

SPENCERYACHTSINC.COM 
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CONTINUES ON P. 20 
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Capt. Fin Gaddy remembers the first Carolina custom sport-fisher he saw in 
the early ' 80 s returning to the docks in Morehead City, North Carolina. It was 
love at first sight with the most beautiful boat he'd ever laid eyes on. Inspired 
by reading articles about the adventures of Tred Barta, watching videos of 
Cookie Murray and listening to stories of other early pioneers in big-game 
fishing, it wasn't long before Gaddy became consumed by ever5d:hing offshore. 



GEAR 

The Essentials and 
Nonessentials 



CONSERVATION 

Miami Bait Spot on 
the Brink 



OPINION 

Prominent Community 
Members Weigh In 
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PLAYERS :: WHERE THE BITE IS GEAR :: BLUE WATER CURRENTS 
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GADDY'S QUALIFIER CHASES SAILFISH 
AND MARLIN IN MEXICO AND NORTH 
CAROLINA (QUALIFIERCHARTERS.COM). 


CONSERVATION :: ON THE HARD OPINION 



Most 

memorsible 

trio? 



Man, that's a tough one. A 
recent trip that stands out in 
my mind was with the boys. 

Brown was sitting on the 
bridge with me and all of a 
sudden started screaming, 
"White marlin on the teaser! 
He's on the flat line. He ate, he 
ate!" To experience him spot 
his first marlin in the spread 
and to watch Charles catch 
another white marlin that trip 
is something I'll never forget. 
Any fishing trip with them is a 
memorable day, and nothing 
beats seeing the smiles on 
their faces after catching a fish 
or to give them a fist bump on 
the way back to the docks. The 
enjoyment that fishing brings 
them has rekindled my love for 
the sport that I felt when 
I was younger. 


Now running his 55-foot Hudson, Qualifier, Gaddy splits his 
time between the productive waters out of Oregon Inlet and Isla 
Mujeres, Mexico. As past chairman of The Billfish Foundation, 
he continues to share his passion for the sport with his 7-year- 
old twins, Charles and Brown, and clients who travel from all 
over the world to fish with him. We caught up with Gaddy to find 
out more about his passion and hillfish-conservation efforts. 

** Fishing wasn't always the plan; how'dyou make it a career? 

I always wanted to fish, but my parents couldn't come to 
terms with the idea of making a living working in the fishing 
industry. They saw it as a party occupation, and while I did do 
my fair share of that, I spent every chance I could offshore. In 
1989, I started working year-round with Capt. Hank Beasley 
and Capt. Skip Feller aboard Top Billin. Five seasons later 
I decided to get my own boat and began running charters out of 
Oden's Dock in Hatteras, North Carolina. Looking back, many 
of my first customers from Hatteras still fish with me today. 

You're coming up on your 11th season chasing sailfish in Isla 
Mujeres; what makes fishing there so special? 

Isla feels like a second home. On top of the friendly people 
and incredible fishing, I like the fact that we don't fly flags down 
there, and generally don't discuss numbers. Fishing there is 
more like it used to be here at home. The day-to-day routine of 
everyone hanging out on the docks, grabbing dinner with our 
guests and enjoying the camaraderie that is missing a lot of time 
in our sport. Add the possibility of more than 50 bites a day and 
sailfish on baitballs — there aren't many places like that. 

Who were you most excited to turn on to goodfishing? 

From a popularity standpoint, fishing with Peter Laviolette, 
a Stanley Cup-winning coach, was pretty cool. But I would 
have to go with the trip I had fishing in Isla with the late Dr. 
Russell Nelson. He worked his entire life to conserve billfish 
populations around the globe, but I don't know if he had ever 
experienced the magic of all the pieces coming together like it 
does in Isla. Rather than just taking the experience as good fish- 
ing, he explained the water currents, sardine migrations and the 
significance of why ever 5 d:hing was together at the same time. 

How have you seen fishing change over the years? 

That's a loaded question, especially with the arms race 
we have going on today. Looking back, I can remember when we 
fished for whites on 50-pound gear with wire leaders and 
J hooks. It took a lot of convincing of captains to let me use even 
30-pound reels with 50-pound line. Trying to catch a blue on 
light tackle was out of the question. The changes resulting from 
several conservation decisions, especially the increased use of 
circle hooks, have made a huge difference. Can you imagine 
how many sailfish and white marlin would die if we were all 
still using J hooks? They've made a huge difference, and we are 
all benefiting. 


WliJit msikes 
Oregon Inlet 
unique? 

Fishing out of Oregon Inlet is 
like nowhere else in the world. 
Every day I get to fish against 
40 of the world's greatest 
fishermen, and if you want to 
be humbled, this is the place 
for it to happen. In addition to 
the talented fleet, the diversity 
of fishing opportunities 
throughout the year - both 
inshore and offshore - provides 
a wide variety of species for my 
clients to catch. 



t ^ 
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BENIAMINO GAVIOr 

OWNER OF BERTRAM, BAGLIETTOAND CCN: 

Former Bertram 54 owner. “I loved everything 
about that boat. Very simple. Very strong:” 

Successful entrepreneur and boatbuilder. 

Passionate about boats, the sea, and 
history. “You can trust, I will treat Bertram 
with" great, great, great respect.” 




BERTRAM 

MY GREAT COVE 

INSPIRED BY TRADITION. DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE. 


BERTRAM 


REGISTER FOR 


THE BERTRAM INSIDER’S CLUB 

bertram.com 


TO RECEIVE NEWS ON BERTRAM 
HAPPENINGS AND NEW PRODUCT. 

954.401.1070 


COME VISIT US AT D DOCK AT THE FT.' LAUDERDALE INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW NOVEMBER 5-9 



M 


]Jef(>rc the Strike i where the liite Is 


WHERE THE BITE IS : 


BLUE WATER CURRENTS :: CONSERVATION :: ON THE HARD : 





EUROPE 




AFRICA 


KENYA 

STRIPED MARLIN 


MEXICO 

STRIPED MARLIN 

The productive 
waters of 
Magdalena Bay 
are incredible 
this tinne of year. 


PANAMA 

GRAND SLAM 

Pinas Bay 
provides the 
best shot at 
blacks, blues 
and sails. 


FLORIDA 

SAILFISH 

Early cold 
fronts should 
bring good 
numbers of 
sails to 

Florida. 


Typica 
smaller-class 
fish; great 
numbers can be 
seen here. 


SOUTH 


Multiple fish in 
the spread are 
common to see 
off Pemba Island 



+ 

BITE TRACKER 

Stay current with top 
bites from the best 
billfish destinations 
around the globe at 

marl in mag.com/travel. 
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NOVEMBER As winter weather patterns begin to take shape in the Northern 
Hemisphere, summer begins in the Southern, and these changes bring lots 
of highly anticipated fishing opportunities in both regions. Whether you want 
to fish close to home or shoot across the world, our panel of Marlin experts 
tells you where to head this month for a great bite. 


BUILD YOUR 
LEGACY 



WITH 

JARRETTBAY 



E BAHIA MAR 

SLIPC-311 

MAT SHOW 


Join us in Fort Lauderdale for 
the debut of the all new 64* 
convertible, Builder's Choice, 
Recognize the craftsmanship, 
style and performance that 
makes this the fourth custom 
jarrett Bay built for three 
generations of the Huddle 
family. 

Stronger, Lighter, 
Faster, and Truly Custom, 
Fishing Machines 



B o A T w o R K s 


JARRETTBAY.COM 
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WHERE THE BITE IS : 


BLUE WATER CURRENTS :: CONSERVATION :: ON THE HARD : 



SPLIT-FRAME PHOTOS with a GoPro csfyoirr boat or next 
binfish release are now easier than ever using the KSD6 
Dome Port and the GPA Trigger from Knekt. 




DEADLY ON TtFN AS and other ha rd-fighting pelagics, 
Kaizen topwater lures are a must-have for days when fish are 
busting around you andbillfish won't cooperate. 



SOiMAR UV GLOVES fro m Aftco provide sun protection 
foryour hands during long days on the water and leave 
three half-fingers exposed for added functionality. 


INCREASED POWER and d urabilityin Shimano's new 
Twin Power SW spinning reels are generated fronn the 
incorporated Haganeand X-S hip technologies. 


The Esseiitisils 

At the heart of every angler is a gear junkie. From rods and reels to lures 
and apparel, there is no limit to what we like to call our essentials. 
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Non- 

essentials 


■ 



BEST SERVED NEAT Carefully 
selected, the Pappy Van Winkle's 
Family Reserve 23-year bourbon's 
($250) depth of flavor is fantastic. 



COMMANDO PROVEN The Panerai 
Lu minor Submersible 1950 Carbotech 
watch ($1 8,400) makes a statement 
without sacrificing function. 



GET IN LINE The 201 7 Ford GT 
($400,000) will pack over 700 hp in its 
twin-turbo V-6 engine. 



VIRTUALLY 

INDESTRUCTIBLE, 

the InciterZ teasers 
feature manne- 
grade holographies, 
pe rf ect for a dd i n g 
flash to a dredge. 



PSYCHO DORADO 

boardshorts from 
Pelagic irreorporate 
Sharkskin board- 
short technology 
for increased 
performance and 
added durability. 


MAVERICK ROLLERS 

are engineered to 
increase the overall 
strength of a rod 
under pressure by 
flexing with itto create 
a smooth arc, rather 
than allowing flat 
spots like traditional 
rod guides do. 
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www.FurunoUSA.com 


DFF1-UHD TruEcho CHIRP Fish 
Finder is available for NavNet 3D, 
NavNet TZtouch & TZtouch2 


We’ve got you covered. 

AIRMAR’s CHIRP transducers scan over 
90 frequencies, finding fish throughout 
the water column. CHIRP gives you more 
bandwidth, sensitivity, resolution, depth 
detection & bottom tracking at speed. 

The DFF1-UHD is compatible with the 
following AIRMAR transducers: 


B265LH 

R109LH 

R509LH 

PM265LH 

CM265LH 


AIRMAR 


IT’S WHAT’S UNDER YOUR BOAT. 


CHtRP is just the beginning... 


TruEcho 


So much more than just CHIRP. The 

DFF1-UHD represents a huge step forward 
in fish finding technology, offering serious 
fishernnen exceptional underwater detail, 
precision and clarity. 

Furuno's TruEcho CHIRP nnerges the very 
latest CHIRP technology with Bottonn Dis- 
crimination and Accu-Fish, bringing you 
the next evolution of CHIRP Fish Finders. 
Enjoy eye-popping target definition, dis- 
playing bait balls separately fronn predator 
fish. Then, watch as our unique Bottom Dis- 
crimination Mode reveals the sea floor's 
structure and composition, while Accu-Fish 
unlocks sophisticated fish size and depth 
information. Isn't your ultimate goal to put 
more fish in the boat? Let Furuno's DFF1-UHD 
TruEcho CHIRP helpyou achieve that goal! 


precedented detail 


with exclusive Accu-Fisn 
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BY JOHN ASHLEY 

HAWAIIAN 

INTERNATIONAL 

IHEEFISH 

TOlJRNAaiENT 

Team Likeke, of the United States, 
holds ojf tough competition to win 
the 56th HIBT 

AUGUST 8-15, KONA, HAWAII 

Anglers come from far and wide to fish the 
Hawaiian International Billfish Tournament; why 
is this so? The beautiful and calm Kona waters off 
Hawaii’s Big Island are full of surprises, and one 
lure might be pounced on by a 100-pound striped 
marlin, then an hour later the same lure could 
be devoured by an 800-pound blue marlin, that’s 
why. Huge yellowfin tuna are always lurking in the 
warm currents as well. These hard-fighting tuna 
also score valuable points in the HIBT. 

This year, 31 teams participated in the seven-day 
HIBT, which has been running now for 56 years. 
This is a fantastic achievement and a credit to 
hardworking founder and director Peter Fithian 


Makoto Yaegashi, of Japan, 
caught a 573.4-pound blue 
during the first day of the HIBT. 


and his wife, Roberta. The team 
of expert officials working with 
the Fithians makes this tourna- 
ment very special and unique in 
every way. The fabulous fishing 
and camaraderie that comes out 
of this annual no-cash event is 
absolutely remarkable. 

The threat of a distant 
hurricane way to the north of 
the Hawaiian Islands didn’t stop 
all the boats from venturing to 
sea for the first day of fishing. 
It was almost as if the fish knew 
the protected waters off Kona 
were a good place to be as well 
because the hookups came one 
after another. Teams saw good 
numbers of blue marlin, along 
with a few spearfish and big yel- 
lowfin tuna. Thirty-four billfish 
were tagged and released during 
the first day, and a 573.4-pound 
blue was brought to the weigh 
station. Angler Makoto Yaegashi 
from Team Kusatsu Game 
Fishing Club, of Japan, battled 


T()IJRNA3IENT 
OIJIEK BITES 


PIRATE’S COVE 

BILLFISH TOURNAMENT 

Aug. 10-14, Outer Banks, North Carolina 

Capt. Rob Mahoney and Sea I Sea 
released 1 1 white marlin and four blues 
to earn first place. Uno Mas finished in 
second place with eight whites and three 
sailfish, and Dirty Business finished in third 
with nine whites and one blue marlin. 


FLOR DE CANA INTERNATIONAL 

TOURNAMENT 

Aug. 12-15, 

Marina Puesta del Sol, Nicaragua 

Capt. BC Angel and his crew aboard Sea 
Angel released a total of 57 sailfish in three 
days to claim first place. Pelese finished in 
second, and Gallo Pinto took third. 


MIDATLANTIC $500,000 
Aug. 16-21, Cape May, New Jersey 

Winning a total of $714,259, the crew 
aboard Texas Tea weighed a 77-pound 
white marlin. Makara won the blue marlin 
division with a 566-pounder. 


VIRGINIA BEACH BILLFISH 
TOURNAMENT 

Aug. 19-22, Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Separated only by time, the top three 
places each released seven white marlin. 
l/l/e/c/er's/\r/c took first place, followed by 
Croup/erand Home Run. 


MBGFC INVITATIONAL 
LABOR DAY TOURNAMENT 
Sept. 4-7, Orange Beach, Alabama 

Full Bird took top-boat honors and first 
place in the catch-and-release division. 
Mike Bass aboard Palustris weighed a 
430.4-pound blue. 
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the blue marlin on 50-pound tackle to 
gain bonus points. 

At the end of a successful first day, 
boats displayed tag-and-release flags 
on the way back to the dock, setting a 
colorful scene not experienced for over 
a decade in Honokohau Harbor. Local 
and visiting onlookers queued up to 
watch the weigh-ins, and it was a great 
spectacle for all to see. The big blue mar- 
lin drew attention from the nonfishing 
audience, which was amazed at its size 
and curious about the species and fate 
of the fish. The few fish weighed during 
the tournament are never wasted and 
are consumed by the local community. 

The second day was also very 
productive, with plenty of blue marlin 
tagged and several big yellowfin tuna 
caught. South Australian Game Fishing 
Club angler Rolf Czabayski had a long, 
hard fight with the biggest yellowfin 
of the day, a 164.4-pounder caught on 



50-pound tackle. The fish was topped a 
couple of days later by lady angler Claire 
Duke from Australia's Gold Coast Game 
Fishing Club, with her 191.5-pound 
yellowfin to claim the prestigious Jim 


Harvey Memorial Trophy. 

1 can't remember an HIBT when the 
leaderboard was so close, but an epic 
battle for the Governors Trophy devel- 
oped going into the final day of the 
tournament among the top four teams: 
Team Likeke, from the United States; 
the Sunshine Coast Game Fishing Club, 
from Australia; the New Britain Game 
Fishing Club, from Papua New Guinea; 
and Japan's Kusatsu Game Fishing 
Club. The Likeke team stayed in front 
with a spearfish tag-and-release despite 
another surge from the Sunshine Coast 
team with another tag- and-releasedblue 
marlin. Out from fourth position came 
the team from the Kusatsu GFC, scoring 
more points with another blue marlin. 
There was only a seven-point difference 
' between first and second place, and 175 
points between second and third place. 

‘ It was the tightest results ever in the 
history of the HIBT. @ 
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3IIA3II BAIT 
SPOT ON 
THE BRINK 


Demolition halted, with hope of 
building anew 


BY ANDREW COX 

At any given point between Palm Beach 
and Key Largo, Florida, you can look off- 
shore in wintertime and see kites flying 
high above sport-fishing boats chasing 
sailfish along the edge. There is no deny- 
ing the importance of live bait to captains 
and anglers in this region, but making 
bait is not as easy as it once was. Recent 


Bug Light once served as a staple 
for anglers and captains chasing 
sailfish off Miami. After its 
demolition, many want it hack. 


developments, spurred by Coast Guard 
initiatives and Miami’s Government Cut 
deep-dredging project, have taken away a 
valuable baitfishing spot and threatened 
the future of others. Vital not only from 
an ecological standpoint, live bait drives 
the sailfish fishery, which draws anglers 
from around the world and raises the 
adrenaline levels of tournament teams 
throughout winter. 

The East Range Marker, known by 
South Florida anglers as the Bent Range 
Marker, recently was on the brink of 
destruction before members of the South 
Florida fishing community stepped 


forward just in the nick of time. Built as 
a navigational aid for ships entering and 
exiting Government Cut, the tower has 
become an iconic spot and an instrumen- 
tal part of the world-class sailfish fishery. 
In July 2014, a sister beacon just south 
of Key Biscayne known as Bug Light was 
demolished as part of the Coast Guard’s 
ongoing project to remove nonessential 
navigational beacons. Without taking into 
consideration the indirect impacts on 
the sport-fishing industry and the essen- 
tial habitat created by the lights as a fish 
aggregating device for baitfish, the Coast 
Guard contracted to have the Bent Range 
Marker removed as well. 

Not allowing the sport-fishing 
community to be caught off guard, as it 

CONTINUES ON P. 32 
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Our best networking combo series ever. 


The GPSMAP 7600xsv chartplotter/sonar combo series provides the perfect combination 
of performance, ease of use, and feature integration. You can control your charts, sonar(s), 
autopilot, radar(s), and Fusion-Link entertainment system all from this combo's touchscreen. 
All feature built-in advanced 1kW dual CHIRP sonar, and both Garmin CHIRP DownVu and 
CHIRP SideVu scanning sonar for the clearest scanning sonar images on the water. Preloaded 
with both BlueChart® g2 U.S. coastal charts and U.S. LakeVu HD maps, built-in Wi-Fi, and 
a 1 0 Hz internal GPS. Available with 7", 8", 1 0", 1 2" and 1 6" multi-touch widescreen displays. 


GARMIN. 


1 


Marine 2015 


©2015 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries 
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had been with Bug Light, Bruce Marx, a 
Miami-based attorney and lifelong fish- 
erman, contacted the Coast Guard and 
city officials to explore avenues to pre- 
vent the demolition of the Bent Range 
Marker. Federal regulations allowed the 
Coast Guard to hand the responsibility of 
the marker over to a local government or 
nonprofit organization, and through dis- 
cussions with both the Coast Guard and 
the city of Miami Beach, Marx secured 
an agreement. This would allow the 
Coast Guard to divest its interest in 
the Bent Range Marker and allow it to be 
transferred to Miami-Dade County, pre- 
venting its demolition. Marx and Jose 
Fonseca, tournament director of the non- 
profit Capt. Bob Lewis Charitable Billfish 
Tournament, met the challenge of raising 
the needed funds, in excess of $140,000, 
to buy out the contractor and maintain 
and repair the marker, now the financial 
responsibility of the tournament. 



BRING RACK RUG RIGHT 

With the Bent Range Marker secured, 
Marx and Rodney Barreto now are 
rallying support from the sport-fishing 
community to bring back Bug Light. 
''This campaign will involve an attempt 
to secure the necessary government 
approvals and permits that will allow 
for the installation of a fish aggre- 
gating device in the location where 
Bug Light had previously stood since 
1929,” Marx says. "Bug Light was as much 
an iconic structure for Miami fishing as 


the Orange Bowl was for Miami football, 
and it's important they know that.” 
Marx and Barreto hope a valuable prec- 
edent was established among the South 
Florida fishing community that will serve 
as the framework for their effort to add 
habitat where Bug Light once provided 
great baitfishing opportunities. 

Marx, who began the campaign in 
early September, is asking the sport- 
fishing community to send him letters 
(bmarx@marlowadler.com) made to the 
attention of Biscayne Bay National Park 
Superintendent Brian Carlstrom, explain- 
ing the importance Bug Light has on the 
sport-fishing community. "It is impor- 
tant for the fishing community to provide 
Superintendent Carlstrom an insight as 
to our experience with Bug Light so that 
he can gain an adequate appreciation and 
understanding as to why it is so critical to 
install an FAD in the location where Bug 
Light once stood,” says Marx. © 
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IT’S IN 
THE DNA 

Genetic Study Hopes to Uncover 
Unknowns in White and 
Striped Marlin 


A new study at the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Sciences (VIMS) seeks insights 
into billfish population structures 
through the use of genetic analysis col- 
lected by anglers. Little is known about 
the distinct populations of billfish in a 
particular ocean despite information 
gathered from traditional tagging studies. 
In an effort to better understand mixing 
between populations on a genetic level, 
Nadya Mamoozadeh, a Ph.D. candidate at 
VIMS, will look at tissue samples through- 
out the distribution ranges of white 
marlin in the Atlantic and striped marlin 
in the Indo-Pacific, with an emphasis on 
known spawning grounds. Results from 
the genetic analysis can be compared with 
those from tagging data to put together 
a comprehensive picture of population 
structures of these highly important spe- 
cies. This information will further provide 
scientists with key data that are impor- 
tant in the stock- assessment process in 
an effort to help prevent unintentional 
overfishing. By using just a small fin clip 
that can be collected before releasing a 
billfish, Mamoozadeh can identify key 
features in the DNA that differentiates 
one population from another to generate 
a greater picture about stock structure. 
You can find out more about the project 
or request a sampling kit to help in the 
project by emailing Mamoozadeh 
(nrmamoozadeh@vims.edu). 


SEVENTH 
ANNIJAE GREAT 
MARTIN RAGE 


The IGFA Great Marlin Race celebrated 
its seventh anniversary at the 2015 Hawaii 


International Billfish Tournament. Since 
the 2009 HIBT, where the IGMR began, 
it has gone global through the continu- 
ing efforts of the IGFA and Stanford 
University. This year, five mini PSAT tags 
were deployed on blue marlin off Kona 
during the event. You can visit igmr.igfa 
.orgfor more information. 
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THE GIUJEEING INTERNATIONAE 
SPORT OF DONKEY POEO 

Only at Casa de Campo, Dominican Republic 

PHOTOS BY RICHARD GIBSON 



The lay day of this year's Casa de Campo International Blue Marlin Classic tournament included the debut of the Casa de 
Campo donkey-polo match, a hilariously grueling sport. Top left: Rider Dustin McRay, Texas. Top right: Puerto Rico's Gaby 
Fernandez falls from his mount. Bottom: The winners toast to victory. 
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Top: Don key- polo riders and handlers get into scoring position. Bottonn left: Capt. less Sheil steals the ball. 
Bottom right: Florida's Chuck Evers celebrates a score. 
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FOUR 

PROMINENT 
MEMBERS OF 
THE OFFSHORE 
RECREATIONAL- 
FISHING 
COMMUNITY 
WEIGH IN ON 
AN IMPORTANT 
TOPIC. 




JOAN VERNON 

CONSERVATIONIST/ 
TOURNAMENT ORGANIZER 
KEY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA 


In the Atlantic, 
managers should 
make better use of 
scientific-research 
results on migra- 
tory billfish patterns. 
Data from tagging 
programs such as The 
Billfish Foundation’s 
and the Adopt-A- 
Billfish program, have 
established billfish 
spawning regions. 

We need longline 
closures in known 
spawning areas. In the 
Pacific, I would like 
to see an exclusive 
economic zone of 
200 miles through- 
out the region, with 
commercial fishing 
highly regulated within 
that zone. Research 
has proved that the 
vertical habitat of 
billfish in the eastern 
Pacific is limited due 
to the dissolved oxygen 
level. Because of this, 
longlines and purse 
seines need to 
be seriously 

managed, 
-h 

HAVE A QUESTION? 

oa \ 

facebook.com/marlinnnag 

©MarlinMagazine 



WHAT WOULD BE THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT CHANGE WE COULD 
MAKE TO CURRENT MANAGEMENT POLICY IN THE COMING YEAR TO 
BENEFIT BILLFISH STOCKS? 



BILL SHEDD 

PRESIDENT, AFTCO 
MANUFACTURING CO. 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 


CAPT. RAY ROSHER 

CHARTER CAPTAIN 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 


CAPT. SKEET WARREN 

CHARTER CAPTAIN 
FLAMINGO, COSTA RICA 

The single biggest issue 
is the continued limita- 
tion of commercial 
fishing fleets world- 
wide, in foreign as well 
as U.S. waters. Because 
of advanced technology, 
the stocks of pelagic 
fish have been severely 
depleted. In the 35 
years that I have been 
fishing professionally, I 
have seen a big decrease 
in fish populations. 
Because of organiza- 
tions like The Billfish 
Foundation educating 
foreign governments 
on the economic value 
of a live billfish, I have 
seen the billfish stocks, 
as well as tuna, start 
to come back recently. 
In Costa Rica, we have 
suffered a serious 
decline in the yellow- 
fin tuna population 
because of overfishing, 
but because of new 
regulations, our charter 
clients are slowly begin- 
ning to experience 
the thrill of catching 
them again. 


NOAA Fisheries 
needs to finalize its 
promised rule-making 
decision on the Billfish 
Conservation Act, 
which passed in 2012. 
The law intended 
that the Hawaii exemp- 
tion allow only for 
traditional harvest 
and consumption 
within the islands and 
that billfish should 
not be allowed to be 
shipped from Hawaii 
to the U.S. mainland. 

A ruling from NOAA 
Fisheries is needed 
to close a possible 
loophole and prevent 
possible cheating with 
billfish caught in other 
parts of the world 
being shipped through 
Hawaii. The Billfish 
Conservation Act was 
passed to prevent 
billfish importation 
into the United States 
by removing economic 
incentives in other 
countries. Allowing the 
Billfish Conservation 
Act to proceed as 
intended will have a 
huge positive impact 
on billfish stocks. 


We should be focused 
on the creation of 
habitats intended to 
increase baitfish stocks 
in both inshore and off- 
shore waters. I believe 
healthy baitfish stocks 
are one of the most 
important elements 
impacting the health 
of an area’s predator- 
fish population. These 
new habitats could be 
in the form of concrete 
or steel structures, or 
fish aggregating 
devices in our bays 
and coastal shallows. 
FADs could also pos- 
sibly be attached to 
shipwrecks or concrete 
structures both in deep 
and shallow water. I 
have personally seen 
a huge difference in 
billfish numbers — 
mainly sailfish and blue 
marlin — around FADs 
or wrecks. I believe 
this is related to the 
abundance of baitfish 
around these tyipes of 
artificial reefs. Oil rigs 
in the Gulf have proven 
to be blue marlin 
havens over the years, 
but it’s not that easy to 
get one of those erected 
on the East Coast. 


NOVE3I15ER 2015 56 MAREINMAG.COM 


FROM LEFT: © SCOTT KERRIGAN / AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM. COURTESY CAPT. SKEET WARREN. 
DOUG OLANDER. COURTESY CAPT. RAY ROSHER 


-■-*1 



ReGUHATOR 

the offshore life 


powered by i^YAMAHA 


regulatormarine.com I 252.482.3837 I Edenton, North Carolina 


Introducing the redesigned Regulator 34, 
newly equipped with a 480-quart center 
fishbox, a 100-quart console cooler seat, and 
more of everything you’ve come to expect 
from a true center console sportfisher. 




BIMINI CAT CAY CHUB CAY GREEN TURTLE CAY WALKER'S CAY GREAT ABACO ISLAND 
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IF SANTA CATALINA IS WHERE SPORT FISHING BEGAN, 
THE BAHAMAS IS WHERE MODERN-DAY TACKLE, 
TACTICS AND SPORT-FISHING BOATS WERE PERFECTED. 

EVERYTHING FR03I THE AGGRESSIVE FISHING STYLE 
WE USE TODAY TO OUTRIGGERS, TWO-SPEED BIG-GAME 
REELS, THE BI3IINI TWIST AND lOO PERCENT ALBRIGHT 
KNOT GOT THEIR START IN THE BAHAMAS. THESE CAME 
AS A RESULT OF FISHERMEN SHARING IDEAS OVER DOCK 
TIME AT BIMINI, CAT CAY, CHUB AND WALKER’S CAY. 


Those exchanges led to the creation of 
organizations like the International Game Fish 
Association and The Billfish Foundation, and 
tournaments like the Bertram-Hatteras Shootout. 
The Bahamas is where John Rybovich got the idea 
to build the aluminum tuna tower and transom 
tuna door, where Jo Jo Del Guercio sketched the 
first rocket launcher and Roy Merritt the first 
mezzanine. Clubs like Cat Cay, the Bimini Big 
Game Fishing Club and Chub have been inspiring 
anglers for almost 100 years. 


BIMINI 

Around 1920, Bimini came into focus as a 
probable big-game East Coast fishing location. 
Among the first to fish here was a Miami tomato 
farmer by the name of Thomas J. Peters, who built 
the first hotel catering to fishermen. The Bimini 
Rod and Gun Club — the model for resorts to 



BEGINNINGS: Early 
fishing innovations grew 
out of the offshore fishery 
off Binnini in the 1 920s 
and '30s. Iconic buildings 
included the Binnini Big 
Ganne Club (below) and 
the Bimini Bakery (above). 



come — opened to great fanfare in 1923 and was 
reduced to kindling by a hurricane in 1926. 

Writer Van Campen Heilner was the first to 
land a marlin here, catching and releasing two 
blues in 1925. The next to catch one was writer 
Kip Farrington in 1933, followed by fisher- 
men such as Capt. Tommy Gifford and Michael 
Lerner, who caught one of the first big blues: a 
444-pounder on 39-thread line, in 1934. 

By the mid-1930s, Bimini was on every Atlantic 
big-game fisherman’s radar, including novel- 
ist Ernest Hemingway. InFishing the Atlantic, 
Farrington writes of seeing 16 blue marlin caught 
by 15 boats on the Bimini dock on July 4, 1936, 
thanks in large part to Hemingway’s 'Teinven- 
tion” of big-game fishing in 1935, after his capture 
of the first unmutilated (by sharks) giant tuna. 
Prior to Hemingway, anglers used passive fish- 
ing tactics to defeat large game fish, essentially 
letting the boat and line belly defeat the fish. 
Hemingway, with his ''go-for-broke” style, was 
the first to fight a fish using drag and leverage, 
never allowing the fish to rest. 

In those days the only place to stay on Bimini 
was Mrs. Helen Buncombe’s Compleat Angler 
Hotel, a mainstay until it burned to the ground on 
New Year’s Day 2006. Popular as the Compleat 
Angler was, sport fishing shifted from Alice Town 
to the Bimini dock with construction of the 
Bimini Big Game Fishing Club’s six cottages and 
marina at the end of World War H. 

The Bimini Big Game Fishing Club started 
out as a downtown supper club in 1936. The guy 
behind its rebirth as a fishing resort in 1947 was 
entrepreneur Neville N. Stuart, who came to 
Bimini from Nassau as a fuel salesman and bought 
the Fountain of Youth bar in the late ’30s. Soon 
after, he built the Anchor’s Aweigh Hotel. 
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Stuart's vision of Bimini as an international 
fishing destination began with his organizing the 
island's first marlin tournaments — the Bimini 
White Marlin and Bimini Blue Marlin — followed 
by the Bahamas International Tuna Matches, 
which he co-hosted at the Big Game Club with 
the Bahamas Development Board. Attracting top 
anglers from a dozen nations, the five-day event 
followed the May Invitational Cat Cay Tuna 
Tournament. The first tournament, producing 
catches of 29 giant tuna, was won by Elwood 
Harry with a 428-pounder. 

After adding on to the marina, Stuart sold the 
resort to Bacardi Rum International of Bermuda 
in the late '60s. Bacardi's interest in a fishing 
resort was more about tax and business benefits 
for its Nassau distilling operations than angling, 
explains Michael Kaboth, the club's manager from 
1980 to 1993. 

'T was hired to replace the club's retiring 
manager. Bill Garcia," he says. When Kaboth 
came on board, the Big Game Club was losing 
more than it earned and was in need of a face-lift. 
He turned both around during his tenure. Not 
long after, marketing director Raul Miranda of 
Bacardi's Bermuda offices took over the Bacardi 
Rum Billfish Tournament, making it a success. For 
30-plus years it kicked off the Bahamas tourna- 
ment season. At the height of its popularity, 98 
boats competed, including artist Guy Harvey and 
Kaye Pearson of the Fort Lauderdale Boat Show, 
who won it twice; Sam Jennings; Rus Hensley; 


and Bartow Rainey, who won the first Bacardi on 
Hammerhead in 1980. 

By 1979, Bimini was better known for big blue 
marlin than giant tuna due to Miami contractor 
Sam Jennings' capture of a 1,060-pounder caught 
the final day of the Bimini leg of the Bahamas 
Billfish Championship. Beaten by David Albury 
with a I,H9-pounder in the 2011 Treasure Cay 
Billfish Championship, Jennings' fish remains 
the Bahamas' first grander and a game changer 
for Bimini. 

Ironically, it was not caught in deep water off 
the Pines, where captains usually fished, says 
Capt. Bill McMurray. ''Having not seen a fish all 
week, I was working from offshore to inshore, 
hoping to beat the fleet to the fuel dock, when I 
got a call at 3:30 p.m. from Capt. Billy Ridgeway 
about bonitos busting the surface in 1,600 feet. I 
was right there when he called; soon after, a big 
fish hit the teaser." Jennings saw it and was on his 
feet, feeding a mackerel to it. 

After a half nelson, the fish stayed deep. 
Jennings battled it for two hours and 40 minutes. 
With only one mate aboard, Ridgeway dispatched 
a deckhand to assist. They made the dock with 
seven minutes to spare for the first of Jennings' 
two championship titles, in 1979 and 1980. 

CAT CAY 

If Bimini has changed. Cat Cay's current 
owner-managers made sure Cat Cay didn't. With 



HUMBLE START: Early 
versions of marinas in 
Bimini were simple affairs 
but nevertheless attracted 
top boats from Florida 
and beyond. Tales of 
huge bluefin tuna and 
blue marlin brought the 
best crews to the area. 
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“BIG-GAME FISHING 
IS NOT WHAT IT ONCE 
WAS. NOW, INSTEAD 
OF HUNTING GIANT 
TUNA, WE DEEP-DROP 
OR GO FOR WAHOO. 
THE ONE THING THAT 
HASN’T CHANGED IS 
THE CAMARADERIE, 
FIVE-STAR DINING AND 
SERVICE GENERATIONS 
OF MEMBERS HAVE 
ENJOYED HERE.” 


- CARL DOVERSPIKE, 
CAT CAY MEMRER 


the exception of two vans used for transporting 
luggage, cars have been banned here for 60-plus 
years. It's all part of the plan to ensure this big- 
game fishing enclave retains its charm and the 
clublike atmosphere that's made it a premier 
destination since the 1930s. 

New York advertising executive Lou Wasey 
purchased the wooded l-by-3-mile-long island, 
a one-time hideout for pirate Henry Morgan, 
in 1931, with the idea of turning it into a private 
sporting retreat for family and friends. Indeed, 
snipe, pigeon and turkey hunting was as impor- 
tant to Wasey as fishing, even after the discovery 
of giant tuna in May 1933 by Miami charter 
guide Tommy Gifford, whom Wasey had hired to 
explore angling opportunities. 

With so many friends clamoring to visit, Wasey 
converted his private island into a highbrow 
English-style club in 1937, replete with white- 
coated servers delivering room service by bike. 
Amenities included the epically autographed 
Kitten Key Bar, separate dining rooms for owners 
and their crews, docks, pool, tennis courts and 
a nine-hole golf course. There also were rental 
cottages, and trap and skeet fields hosting every- 
one from the Duke and Duchess of Windsor to 
President Richard Nixon, and fishermen such as 
Farrington, Hemingway, DuPont heir Bill 
Carpenter and Miami's Julio Sanchez, who won 
the first Cat Cay Invitational Tuna Tournament 


here in 1939. 

From the get-go. Cat Cay was intentionally 
exclusive and expensive, with a 100-member limit 
that hasn't expanded by much since 1937. Unruly 
guests in this aristocratic setting were not invited 
back. Those who made the grade could buy 99-year 
leases, not deeds. All was good until Wasey died 
in the '60s and his heirs were hit by the double 
whammy of inheritance taxes and Hurricane 
Betsy, which devastated the island in 1965. 

In disrepair. Cat Cay was purchased in 1968 
by Bimini landowner Willard F. 'Al" Rockwell, 
heir to the aviation company, and Dr. Joseph 
Kazickas, who managed it until 1985, when a con- 
sortium of equity club members bought it — led 
by retired Pennsylvania miner Carl Doverspike, 
who became a landowner in 1977 after being 
drawn by the quest of catching giant tuna. 

They have provided stable management that 




NOVEMBER 2015 42 MAREINMAG.C03I 


COURTESY IGFA / IGFA.ORG (3) 








has led to soaring property values. With a limit 
of 175 approved members, Cat Cay appeals to a 
wide range of people seeking anonymity and the 
laid-back out-island lifestyle; people ranging 
from corporate CEOs to celebrities who come by 
plane and boat. 

Now in his 80s and still a fisherman and Cat Cay 
member, Doverspike regards his capture of the 
then-Bahamas-record 940 V 2 -pound bluefin tuna 
with Capt. Pat Stone on April 4, 1979, as a career 
highlight. ''We caught it on 80 -pound tackle 
on our way to Cat Cay on what then was a new 
53-foot Merritt on its shakedown cruise. 

"Big-game fishing is not what it once was,” 
Doverspike adds. "Now, instead of hunting giant 
tuna, we deep-drop or go for wahoo. The one thing 
that hasn’t changed is the camaraderie, five- star 
dining and service generations of members have 
enjoyed here.” 


CHUB CAY 

Chub is where the world’s first Atlantic grand 
slam of a white marlin, blue marlin and sailfish 
was caught. It’s also where the first Bahamas 
Billfish Champion, Warren Schafer, was crowned 
in 1974 at what was then the Crown Colony Club. 

Located just 35 miles from Nassau and 125 miles 
from South Florida, Chub Cay sits on the south- 
ern tip of the Berry Islands. Chub’s proximity to 
the Tongue of the Ocean and Great Bahama Bank 
makes it one of the most prolific big-game fishing 
destinations in the Bahamas. Surprisingly, though, 
it took a while for big-game anglers to discover it. 

Around 1952, a group of South Florida 
fishermen leased 100 acres from Chub’s 
Canadian owners to build a private fishing club. 
Improvements included a landing strip, docks, 
a 16-room motel, a pool and a clubhouse. Led by 
Lou Doherty, they wanted their new Bahamas 
camp to feel like an "old-boys club;” women were 
not allowed at first. 

"Chub was about as far as you could go in the 
Bahamas in an open gas boat then,” recalls Palm 
Beach Capt. Jack Morrow. "Aside from the fishing, 
which was fantastic, what 1 remember then is 
drinking warm rum and Coke to preserve our ice 
for the baits.” 

In 1972, the Canadian owners transferred 
the lease and property to the Pendley brothers, 
of Atlanta, who later sold the club to a group of 
Texas investors led by Houston businessman Jim 
Greer. Months later, Greer and two additional 
investors purchased the remaining 750-plus 
acres, including the airstrip. After that, the 
Crown Colony Club became the Chub Cay Club 
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and Marina, which Greer oversaw from 1975 
until 2004, when it was sold again. Doherty, the 
organizing force behind the first BBC in 1974, 
preceded Greer as property manager. 

Few changes were made to the 16-room motel 
and pool, clubhouse and airport runway, but the 
docks did get a face-lift, recalls McMurray, who 
fished five summers at Chub Cay on Warren 
Schafer’s Fisherman’s Paradise between 1969 and 
1974. Today, the marina is one of the largest in the 
Bahamas, says Greer. With floating docks for 217 
boats to 150 feet in length and 12 feet of water at 
low tide, "It’s the best facility in the out islands.” 
And with a 5,000-foot airstrip capable of handling 
jet traffic as well as turbo props. Chub Cay became 
an attractive acquisition target for the late Kaye 
Pearson and investors in 2004. 

Their plan was to transform Chub into an 
exclusive superyacht destination. By 2010 it was 
a bank-owned property in receivership, which 
Greer’s friend and fellow Texan George Bishop 


CHUB CAY: Chub became 
a private enclave for 
anglers seeking a quiet 
spot with proximity to 
great fishing. The Crown 
Colony Club later became 
the Chub Cay Club and 
Marina, which enjoyed its 
heyday in the 1 970s and 
'80s. Today, Chub is being 
reinvigorated with new 
capital and ownership. 
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GREEN TURTLE CLUB: 

The Green Turtle Club was 
developed by English 
biologist and boatbuilder 
Allan Charlesworth and 
remains a top getaway 
spot for everyday folks 
and celebrities alike. 


purchased in 2013. After going through reams 
of red tape, the clubhouse, restaurants, rental 
facilities and other amenities will be getting an 
upgrade this year, says Greer, who still owns a 
home there and works as a consultant. 



GREEN TURTLE CLUB 

Green Turtle Cay lies just off boomerang-shaped 
Great Abaco Island. Here, pastel sun-bleached 
buildings populate the settlement of New 
Plymouth, a 100-year-old community that feels 
more like New England than the Bahamas. ''New 
Plymouth always had a town feel to it. As far 
back as the '60s it had a meat market, grocer and 
hardware store," says Capt. Jack Morrow. 

In 1963, English biologist and boatbuilder Allan 
Charlesworth was also drawn to the historic boat- 
building community. Arriving in Green Turtle 
aboard one of the Ranger Yachts he made his for- 
tune designing and building, Charlesworth spent 
the winter. The following year, he returned with 
his family and bought the resort complex that 
remains one of the most popular in the Bahamas. 

Shy and retiring, neither Charlesworth nor his 


wife had the kind of quirky personality to make 
such a place go. But larger-than-life managers 
such as Penny Turtle and, later on, Donna and Bill 
Rossbach put the Green Turtle Club on the map. 

Since 2004, the resort has been under the 
ownership of Ocean City, Maryland, hoteliers 
Adam L. Showell and his sister Ann Showell 
Mariner. Not a fishing club per se. Green Turtle 
still attracts angling groups from the Palm 
Beaches, Fort Lauderdale and Miami, along with 
prodigious numbers of sailors and Nassau's elite 
looking for a quiet getaway, all of whom seem to 
commingle in the most congenial way. 

"Aside from fishermen, a lot of our clientele were 
celebrities looking for a vacation place like this 
where they could wear flip-flops and be them- 
selves," says Bill Rossbach. "That and great service 
and food, along with pretty great fishing, is what 
set Green Turtle Cay apart." Among the celebri- 
ties using Green Turtle as their getaway then were 
country star Tanya Tucker, actor Christopher 
Reeve and his family, and astronaut Edgar Mitchell. 

Charlesworth, who lived on the property 
until his death in 1989, kept a low profile, says 
Rossbach. His main concern was providing great 
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dining service and food that attracted not just 
vacationers but locals as well. ''We became part of 
Green Turtle's rather eccentric cocktail circuit/' 
explains Rossbach, "widely acclaimed for our fine 
dining and specialties like Duck a I'Orange, which 
the cooks learned to prepare from chefs that 
Charlesworth would periodically bring over from 
the Boca Raton Hotel 8c Club. 

"We'd always put out appetizers and free 
cocktails for the town as well as participants 
during weigh-ins," Rossbach adds. "Part of what 
makes Green Turtle unique is the friendship 
fishermen and locals enjoy. On the opening day of 
a tournament a few years back, a fire broke out in 
town. Instead of heading offshore, fishermen ran 
their boats a mile to New Plymouth to work the 
bucket brigade to put the fire out. That's the kind 
of place Green Turtle is." 


WALKER’S CAY CLUB 
AND MARINA 

In 1949, Farrington, the writer, raved about the 
potential of the remote outpost of Walker's Cay 
at the top of the Abaco Wall — the northernmost 






WALKER'S CAY: 

Hurricanes Jeanne and 
Frances destroyed 
Walker's Cay in 2004, and 
it has yet to reopen, but in 
its heyday. Walker's 
hosted many top 
tournaments, including 
the early Bertram-Hatteras 
Shootouts. The shot of the 
fleet returning to Walker's 
after a day competing in 
the Shootout (above left) 
remains one of the most 
famous photos overtaken 
in the Bahamas. The 
smaller shots above show 
the fleet during the Bimini 
start and at the Walker's 
Cay docks. 


island of the Bahamas. "Except for New Zealand, 

I have never seen more schools of baitfish and 
more bird life feeding on it and other fish than 
I have off Walker's Cay," Farrington said. 

With one of the highest elevations in the 
Bahamas, the 92-acre island has enjoyed a rich 
history dating to the time of Ponce de Leon. 

The island was named for British judge Thomas 
Walker, who was exiled here in the 1700s. Two 
hundred years later. Palm Beach businessman 
and pilot Buzz Shonnard bought a 99-year 
lease and built a home. 

After his service in World War II, he returned 
to his island and built a cross-shaped 16-room inn 
and dining room, docks, and a 2,500-foot airstrip 
for guests flying in and to transport the lobsters 
and stone crabs he sold commercially in Florida. 

Some of the largest Atlantic blue marlin in 
the world then were caught by Shonnard and 
his friends, who boated a 700-pounder in 1939. 
Another 600-pounder and two over 500 pounds 
were caught before 1940. In 1948, one captain 
raised 19 blues, and another 15, in a single day. 
With two well-equipped charter boats for hire. 
Walker's became a popular fishing destination. 

Fringed by a barrier reef with towering coral 
formations and clear visibility teeming with 
marine life, it was a popular dive location as well. 

In the late 1950s, Robert H. Abplanalp — 
inventor of the valve for the aerosol spray can 
and CEO of Precision Valve Corp. — purchased 
a large tract on Grand Cay on which to build a 
family vacation home and getaway. By the 
early 1960s, he was hosting his friends Richard 
M. Nixon and Bebe Rebozo to fishing and 
card-playing weekends on the island. 

All three men loved fishing, and one of their 
favorite destinations was off Walker's Cay, which 
Abplanalp and his wife really liked for its airstrip 
and other amenities. In 1968 Abplanalp bought 
the lease and set about making improvements 
to the marina, customs house and inn, eventually 
enlarging it to 62 rooms with a 75-slip marina. 

To honor his wife, a devout Catholic, he built a 
small stone chapel for worship. Eventually, he 
improved the water and power plant, and added a 
dive shop and an aquaculture facility that raised 
clownfish and other tropicals. 

Walker's hosted one of the first legs of the 
Bahamas Billfish Championship in 1974, and 
later, marine conservation became a calling for 
Abplanalp. In 1987, he instituted a 300-pound 
minimum weight on blue marlin brought into 
Walker's Cay. "This was before there were any min- 
imum federal size limits," says Capt. Billy Black, 
who ran the charter boat Duchess from Walker's 
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CHANGING FLEETS: The 

photo above illustrates 
how boats have changed 
since the early days of the 
Bahamas. The boats have 
grown in size and speed, 
with many custom boats 
taking the place of early 
production models. 


between 1977 and October 2004, when the resort 
was destroyed by hurricanes Frances and Jeanne, 
which hit three weeks apart. 

As any Hatteras or Bertram owner will tell 
you, the greatest years of the Bertram-Hatteras 
Shootout were recorded at Walker's Cay, where 
there always was a waiting list for slips to fish it. 
Ditto the Walker's Cay Billfish Championship, 
which for several years was held in two legs to 
accommodate anglers wanting to fish it. 

There was only one formal restaurant and the 
Lobster Trap cafe, a dive shop and a marina to 
occupy guests on Walker's, yet the experience is 
burned into the memory of everyone who ever 
fished here. 


BOAT HARBOUR AND 
ABACO BEACH RESORT 

Lauded as one of the top-five blue marlin fishing 
locations in the world. Great Abaco Island and the 
centrally located Abaco Beach Resort and Boat 
Harbour Marina at Marsh Harbour are ground 
zero when it comes to being in the thick of this 
world-class fishery. 

In 1985, Leonard Thompson sold his Great 
Abaco Hotel to a group led by Peter Sweeting. 
After renovations, it reopened as the Abaco 
Beach Resort and Boat Harbour Marina. The 
first Bahamas Billfish Championship leg was 
fished here in 1992. The next year Myrtice 
Peacock caught a 885-pounder during the 
Boat Harbour leg to win the BBC title. After 
that. Boat Harbour was on everyone's list as a 
must-fish destination. 

As the saying goes, the only thing standing 
between here and Africa is the open ocean. With 
birds working over vast schools of small tuna and 
dark-blue water in proximity to long reef lines 
20 minutes from the dock, you've got ever 5 d:hing it 
takes for catching a 1,000-pound fish, says Miami 
marlin fishing specialist Ron Schatman. 

'T loved Bimini in the day because it was like 
home," Schatman says. ''But since discovering 
Boat Harbour in 1992, it has become my favorite 
place in the Bahamas, for sure. But it also just 
happens to be one of the best places to fish for big 
marlin — period." 

In the past 15 years, of the 10 biggest blue 
marlin ever caught in the Bahamas, seven of 
them have been caught in the Abacus, including 
the 920-pounder that Schatman caught to win the 
BBC in 1994. 

Schatman says a 2,000-pounder has been 
hooked here already. "Capt. Ron Riebe on 
Abracadabra had a fish like that on a couple of 
years ago," Schatman says. "He fought it for 
32 hours and 40 minutes before breaking it off. 
He hooked it 9 miles off Tilloo Cay and Boat 
Harbour, which has always been one of the best 
spots to fish there." 

The Abaco Beach Club and Boat Harbour 
could be the perfect package, with great fishing 
and terrific facilities in a town that's the third 
largest in the Bahamas. It's accessible and has 
plenty of shops, restaurants, grocers and hard- 
ware stores in what just happens to be one of the 
prettiest places in the Bahamas. 

To Bahamian poet Byron Clinton, the Abacus 
are "Sheets of flying fish, giant winged frigates 
and graceful dolphins" — all being pursued by 
giant blue marlin. That's what makes it one of our 
favorite Bahamas fishing destinations. 
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AS A CHILD I SPENT THE SIJ3I3IERS ON OUR 
BOAT AT RIJDEE INLET IN VIRGINIA BEACH, 
VIRGINIA. I REMEMBER WINNING THE KIDS 
BLUEFISH TOURNAMENT AND LEAVING THE 
DOCK AT MIDNIGHT TO TAKE A 12-KNOT 
CRUISE TO THE BILLFISH GROUNDS. 


Every August, teams would fill up Fisherman’s 
Wharf and the Virginia Beach Fishing Center for 
the Virginia Beach Marlin Tournament. It was dur- 
ing those Labor Day weekends that I developed a 
palate, if you will, for Carolina boats. Sportsman’s 
Carolinian, Irvine Forbes’ My Boy and the boat that 
stole my heart, P.D. Gwaltney’s No Problem. I didn’t 
know then that each was a marvel and that I, as a 
small kid and later as a fish-crazy teenager, was 
witness to history in the making. 

I say that No Problem stole my heart, but it could 
have been her owner. Woody Woodington, still flir- 
tatious today at the age of 91, was boisterous and 
jo 5 dul. No Problem was unlike the other Carolina 
boats of the day. Her sweeping sheer line and black 
rub rails made her look like she was going fast sit- 
ting right in the slip. Down below, she was a feat of 
engineering, the first of her kind and the spring- 
board for technology that only today is starting to 
reach its full potential. 

I asked Woodington if it was the boat’s 
composite hull and cold-molded engineering that 
prompted his purchase back in 1980, and he said, 
‘'Darlin’, when a man buys a boat, it is a love affair.” 
Woodington claims he saw her picture on the cover 
of a magazine and that was it. Then he went on to 
recount fishing stories, and brag about the boat’s 
twin 8-92s and nimble 27-knot speed. ‘'We did 
some whoopin’ that summer, but the next year we 
were the ones getting whooped,” Woodington says. 

Speaking of Pilfering 

Omie Tillett once told me the easiest way to build 
the boat you want is to measure all the boats you like. 
No need to reinvent the wheel when your heart’s 
desire is staring you right in the face. He proved 


that one when Warren O’Neal built Sportsman in 
1961. Her cabin design and sheer line were stolen 
right from the Rybovich boats of the day. 

As it turns out, the local boys farmed the Florida 
boatyard for more innovations during the next 
decade. While Buddy Davis was adding strength to 
his hulls by diagonally double-planking, as was the 
norm at Rybovich, Billy Holton was taking notes 
while the builder fooled around with a jig. ‘T went 
down several times in the early 1970s,” explains 
Holton. “It took a bit to wrap my head around it, 
but I finally got it.” From that borrowed beginning, 
the Carolina jig boat took off without looking back. 

A Different Point of View 

“You will never believe this,” says Sunny Briggs, 
“but I came around the corner one day and 
found Billy Holton standing on his head out- 
side his boat shop.” “Oh yeah,” says Holton. 
“I had to stand on my head to get my mind around 
it.” Well, there you have it. 

Holton built the first Carolina jig boat in 1976. 
His first jig boats were 32 feet, cold-molded with 
pl 3 rwood, unlike those of the Rybovich team, which 
used mahogany laminates. At the time, build- 
ers still depended on rock of the eye to set up the 
jig. Holton learned the trade with O’Neal, Tillett 
and Davis but was influenced just as much by his 
stepfather, Sheldon Midgett. Father-in-law to Paul 
Spencer, and “Papa Shel” to the family, Midgett’s 
story is still being weaved today by the innovations 
at Spencer, where pushing the boundaries of jig 
building seems to be the norm. 

“I had two shops back then,” explains Holton. 
“I messed around with jigs in one and built 
plank-on-frame in the other. I built my own jigs 
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and actually built jigs for other builders as well ” 
Holton goes on to explain that plank- on-frame was 
the standard of the day, and the debate had already 
started over what was the better boat. That is a war 
that still wages today, but there is no denying that 
the jigs of today are more modern and precise. ''The 
aids and computers make building the jigs efficient 
and exact,” adds Holton. 



Innovations Abound 


"Of course, I had more knowledge of the plank-on- 
frame boats because I had worked for Omie and 



A Little Bit of Genius 

Reading Gwaltney's 
memoirs, on loan 
from his son Steve, 
opens a door into the 
mind of a boatbuilder 
who was never sat- 
isfied. If P.D. had 
only been blessed 
with bottomless 
pockets, I am cer- 
tain Gwaltney Boats 
could have rivaled 
Boeing for innova- 
tions in composite 7 
construction. 

"Airex wasn’t 

available in this country back then,” explains 
Holton. "It was one of the first composite 
materials, and P.D. had it shipped here from 
England. I built jigs for him, and we talked 
about the building process and how to place 
stations, etc., but he was on his own with the 


Sheldon, but when it was time for my own boat, 
I could see that jig building was a better way,” says 
Spencer. "I know the general public is slow to come 
around sometimes, but I am not quite that way.” 
From underwater exhaust to pods to composites 
and resin infusion, the Spencer family has proved 
it is not afraid of innovation. "If I work it out, do 
all the research and groundwork, and I feel like it 
makes sense, then I will try it,” Spencer says. 

As we talk about the history of jig building, 
Spencer touches briefly on digitizing and cutting 
the jig, but what I believe captures his imagination 
is the use of Corecell composites. His eyes light 
up, and he begins to talk a bit with his hands. 
"P.D. Gwaltney was one of the first people to use 
Corecell and polyester,” Spencer explains. "That 
was the very beginning of the improved techniques 
and technological advances.” 
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A HELPING HAND 

On March 30, 

BB Boats Inc. put to 
water what nnight 
very well be the 
last Dare County 
plank-on-frame 
sport-fishing boat. 
Kobayashi Maru is 
a 57-footer lofted 
by Billy Maxwell 
and built in the old 
tradition by an all- 
offshore-captain- 
and-nnate crew on 
winter break. 

Although now 
retired, Capt. 

Buddy Cannady 
found his way over 
to the boat barn 
on nnany occasions 
during construction 
and was instrumen- 
tal in the design 
of the hull. It now 
proudly hails from 
Fripp Island, South 
Carolina, and enter- 
tains the grand- 
children of owner 
Barry Layman. 

Interestingly 
enough, to my 
offspring at least. 
No Problem was 
crucial in my hus- 
band finagling our 
first date. While 
working for the 
Gwaltneys, Billy 
painted the boat 
without a proper 
respirator. I felt so 
sorry for him when 
he was sick from 
the fumes that I 
agreed to go out 
with him. 

Today, a 59-foot 
jig is set up in the 
BB Boats barn next 
to my house. 


composite materials ” 

Gwaltney admits in his papers that all of the 
revolutionary techniques he tried cost a bundle to 
see through. ''All of these better ways of building 
are actually rocket science ” says Spencer. "They 
start there and then go to the airplanes. Eventually 
we can afford to implement them on our boats.” 
The Gwaltneys tested fiberglass instead of pl 5 Avood 
for the outer layers of their sandwich construction, 
the first full composite-only construction, and 
they experimented with weights on their panels, 
resins and even vacuum bagging. 

"All Gwaltney boats since the 47-footer were built 
with the idea to make them as lightweight as pos- 
sible, while at the same time making them strong 
enough for offshore rough waters,” Gwaltney 
wrote. "Contrary to normal boat construction, the 
internal runners, floors, bulkheads, beams, car- 
lings, decks and stringers were their strength. The 
hulls we laid up, although strong, were designed to 
keep the water where it should be, on the outside.” 
Gwaltney boats were designed to do more; all of the 
parts and pieces had to be lightweight, strong and 
in the right place. 

While the Gwaltneys were well on their way 
to revolutionizing composite building, Davis 
was busy as well. In 1980, he tried his hand at jig 
building, and told me once before he died, "I just 
didn’t like it.” Just four years after Woodington 
fell in love with No Problem, Dare County saw 
the realization of Davis’ dream and his first plug 
and full-hull mold. The innovations in molding 
hulls were not lost on Gwaltney. He respected the 
strength and integrity of the molded hull but still 
frowned at the weight. The builder continued his 
quest for the best sandwich-construction process 
and worked his way through composites such as 
Airex, Klegecell and Divinycell at various densities, 
as well as roving glass, glass mat, Kevlar fiberglass 
roving and Fabmat. 

It Was Dee’s Idea 

There are those who will argue a plank-on-frame 
boat is stronger and those who are vehemently 
opposed to that view, but rare is the man who 
believes jig building is less efficient. "How do you 
test the strength of a hull unless it fails?” says 
Ricky Scarborough Jr. "And how often does that 
happen in either form of construction? But there 
is no denying that jig building is a better way. Not 
a better boat, necessarily, but a better way. I think 
it is more of a business issue than a strength and 
integrity issue.” 

And Scarborough’s opinion has merit. He learned 
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CLASSIC LINES 

Carolina boats 
are among the 
prettiest on the 
water, with classic 
flowing lines and 
a pronounced 
bow flare. These 
distinctive design 
characteristics 
can be spotted 
from afar by 
those who 



appreciate great 
boat designs. 




COMPUTER 

AIDED 

Modern jig-built 
boats begin with 
a computer- 
designed jig that 
creates extremely 
tight tolerances 
and excellent 
fit and finish. The 
finished product 
is both strong 
and lightweight, 
so performance 
is enhanced. 


to plank-and-frame at his father’s feet, 
then taught himself how to use a com- 
puter and purchased a CNC router for 
their interiors. He now uses that router 
to cut his jigs. ‘'Plank- on-frame requires 
more skill to build, and that limits you 
as a builder,” Scarborough explains. 

“In jig building, the skill comes at the 
drawing phase. ” 

The computerized hull designs were 
the last piece in the Carolina jig boat 
puzzle. In 1991, the industry was once 
again revolutionized, and that particular 
milestone has captured the imagination 
of builders all over the globe. 

“We used to loft our own hulls,” explains Briggs. 
“We built our own jigs. I started jig building back in 
1986 with some 37- and 45-footers. Before that, we 
built plank-on-frame.” Briggs had a call for a new 
build back in the early 1990s but didn’t have the 
time to build the boat. It was his wife’s idea, during 
a discussion over dinner, that put the industry on 
its ear. “I was eating supper, and she was washing 
dishes,” Briggs says, “and she said, ‘Why don’t you 
call your buddy Steve and send him your drawing; 
he just has to find a way to cut it out.’” 

At the time, Steve French and his company. 
Applied Concepts, had been making some 
interiors, but never a hull. “Applied Concepts 
deserves all the credit, but the whole thing 


was Dee’s idea,” says Briggs. “Bob 
Sheldon got his boat, and it was just 
like clockwork. We didn’t talk about it 
much back then; we weren’t trying to 
keep it a secret, but we didn’t brag on it 
either.” Nearly three decades later, little 
has changed about the process Briggs and 
French developed. “That first CNC cut 
was within 3,000*^ scale,” Briggs explains. 
“It was closer than any saber saw.” 

The computerized jig has allowed 
for a more efficient build, and many 
builders save even more money refin- 
ing their materials list. “I only order one 
extra sheet of plywood per layer for my hulls,” 
Briggs says. 

Looking Ahead 

Gwaltney used a John Deere tractor to drag steel 
plates onto his sandwiched Corecell panels; the 
pressure of the weight created a stronger bond as 
the resin kicked off. These days, vacuum bagging 
has replaced steel plates and tractors. I watched 
workers at Spencer Yachts setting up the cabin 
mold for a 59-footer with Corecell sandwiched 
between layers of fiberglass. In a few days, those 
layers will undergo 28 pounds per square inch of 
pressure during the resin-infusion process. 

I’d like my Carolina jig boat with a side of rocket 
science, please. © 


HIGH-TECH 

The latest gen- 
eration of Carolina 
boats are built 
using high-tech 
coring nnaterials 
and vacuum bag- 
ging technology 
to save weight 
and keep mate- 
rial costs down. 
Efficiency in the 
building process 
saves both time 
and money. 
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Your rare opportunity to 
customize a new Paul Mann 

Partially completed 60' hull available. Make your custom boat dream come true now! 



If you dream about owning 
a new Paul Mann custom at 
half the commissioning time, 
here's your opportunity! 

Paul Mann Custom Boats has a 60-foot LOA, 
17-foot beam sportfisher in the middle of our 
line up that is being released very reluctantly 
by the original buyer. The 250-gallon capacity 
water tanks, 1722-gallon fuel tanks as well as 
twin MAN 1550 HP engines have been set. 
You can customize all living areas and interior 
woods and finishes. 

This boat can be completed to your specifi- 
cations within eight months. This deal won't 
wait. Call now! 

Visit paulmanncustomboats.com for 
many more images and a complete 
listing of materials and components 
installed and in inventory. 



CUSTOM BOATS 

6300 US Hwy 64 
Manns Harbor, NC 27953 
252-473-1716 

www.paulmanncustomboats.com 
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Blue Marlin 
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Adrian E. 
Gray 


The two-day overnighter aboard 
Gary Carter's G&S Silver-Rod-O 
1 00 miles off Costa Rica was unlike 
anything I could have imagined. 
Every 20 to 30 minutes, Capt. Yoan 
would scream out as the shadows 
of an electrified billfish entered the 


spread. It seemed we spent more 
hours in reverse than forward and 
raised 40 blues, releasing 21 in the 
1 50- to 300-pound range. Several 
times we had two fish in the spread, 
and at one point even had three 
fish raised. Never had I seen a fish's 


pectoral fins charged with intense 
light, glowing with piercing shades 
of blue and purple. It was a fishing 
photographer's dream, and I just 
needed to keep my balance while 
we screamed in reverse across 
the Pacific. 
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Blue Marlin 
Photo Magic 
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Gray 


Carter's unconventional strategy 
for battling these giant blue marlin 
uses tackle lighter than what most 
anglers use for largemouth bass. 
"With big fish and light line, you 
have to change things up and try 
to confuse the fish, and hopefully 


force them to make a mistake," 
says Carter. And every once in a 
while it works - evident by the six 
light-line billfish world records 
to his name. Fighting a stubborn 
blue holding some 200 feet below 
the boat. Carter put his Tyrnos 30 


in free-spool, turned and said, 
"Watch this, the fish will come up 
to the top." And that's exactly what 
happened. The feisty blue marlin 
came to the top as the leader 
pierced the surface within a hand's 
reach for a quick release. 



Subject Location Date 

Chasing Light-Tackle Blues 8° 31' 36.1236" N 85° 37' 48.6768" W August 2015 
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GLOBAL 

EXPLORATION 


MOTHERSHIPSTOME IN'SEVER^DIFFERENrPORMS 



since Zane Grey shoved off from California to fish and explore the waters around the Baja 
Peninsula and the Sea of Cprt ez onhis 190-fd6t three-masted schooner. Fisherman, intrepid anglers 
have pushed, the limits and found ways to make traveling andiishing in far-flung spots a relative 
comfort rather than a chore/ Grey pibiieered the whole mothership>experience out of necessity; 
in 1925^ere were fewplac^s that had any kind of accommodations or amenities for either boats or fishermen 
along the Mexican coastline, so he had to bring everything with him. 
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GREY OUTFITTED FISHER3IAN ¥Ol\ THE IJETIMATE GUYS 
VACATION, WHICH HE WOIJED EATER CHRONICEE IN THE 
CEASSIC TALES OF FISHING VIRGIN WATERS. THE SCHOONER 
ROASTED NINE STATEROOMS, A CARPENTRY SHOP AND EVEN 
A DARKR003I FOR DEVEEOPING FIEM. HE RROUGHT AEONG 
TWO CUSTOM-RUIET, TWIN-ENGINE FISHING SKIFFS THAT HE 
COIJED STORE AND EAUNCH FROM THE DECK. “FOR CATCHING 
FISH AND BATTEING THE 3IONSTERS OF TROPIC SEAS, WE 
HAD EVERY KIND OF TACKEE THAT MONEY COIJED BUY AND 
INGENUITY DEVISE,” SAID GREY IN THE BOOK. 


And since fueling stations were few and far between, 
the mother boat also held 5,000 gallons of diesel, 5,000 
gallons of fresh water and 2,500 gallons of gasoline. 
Grey purpose-built this boat for exploring places rarely 
visited by anyone, including anglers. 

Today’s motherships come in a wide variety of types 
and sizes, and while they might not travel to places as 
desolate as Grey saw in the 1920s, they can still carry 
you to remote places in a comfort and style that few 
ever get to experience. 

WHAT IS A MOTHERSHIP? 

In our sport, a mothership is any vessel 
that is used as a support ship for a fish- 
ing operation. This includes three basic 
t 5 Jpes: globe-trotting operations that 
either carry the game boat on its deck 
or tow it behind; a large ship that travels 
alongside a big-game boat that makes 
the trips under its own power; and lastly, 
ships that support game boats in a fairly 
localized but hard-to-reach area like the 
wild coast of Panama or the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia. In all cases, the mother- 
ship acts as your home away from home, allowing you 
to extend your range and time on station in some of the 
most remote fishing holes. 

Mike Matlack, owner of Gamefisherman Yachts, 
has been building boats for close to 50 years, and after 
building several game boats for mothership opera- 
tions in the late ’80s, he became somewhat of a guru 
when it comes to motherships and the launching sys- 
tems used to load and retrieve them. ''Motherships 
take the adventure past where the 86-foot Merritts 
and 92-foot Vikings, and all these new big boats, can 
go,” he says. "Because no matter how big they get, they 
are still limited by their fuel capacity. Anybody can get 


on Dockwise and get mailed to someplace, but if it’s a 
truly remote place, the boat remains limited by fuel 
and other things once it gets there. 

"Also, these big boats have five and six staterooms 
to accommodate everyone, but once they get to a fish- 
ing destination, all those staterooms go fishing with 
them,” Matlack adds. "And the people who don’t want 
to go out on a rough day, like the wife and kids, either 
have to go or get taken off the boat. With the moth- 
ership you can unload the game boat, and everybody 
gets to do exactly what they want. The nonfishing 
people get to enjoy the amenities on board and a 
crew that caters to them. They can even have some 
smaller boats to go exploring while the 
hard chargers go fishing. That’s what 
the mothership operation brings to the 
table: global exploration.” 

(]ONVERT OR RUIED 

FROM S(]RAT(]H 

Whichever way you choose to go, just like 
any boat you build, you have to consider 
what you want to do with the opera- 
tion before you get started. Capt. Billy 
Borer took over Jim Edmiston’s ElZorro mothership 
operation in 1987, eventually running both the game 
boat and support vessel. "We were one of the first 
ones, and we made a lot of mistakes!” he says. "There 
are a bunch of different levels in any operation, and 
you have to make choices. How nice do you want it 
to be? What level of service? You have to figure out 
what you are going to use it for. Are you traveling the 
world, or just want to be mobile like the ones on the 
Great Barrier Reef? When I think of a mothership, 
I think of a globe-trotting, traveling operation, much 
different from the ones on the Reef.” 

As a boatbuilder, Matlack doesn’t hold back on his 


THE MADAM 

and The Hooker 
nnothership 
operation 
epitomized the 
idea of a global 
fishing venture 
that could cross 
oceans and 
safely explore 
untouched wa- 
ters in amazing 
comfort. 
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PACIFIC 

PROVIDER 

started out as a 
mothership base 
for boats wanting 
to access remote 
sections of the 
Pacific coastline 
from Panama and 
throughout Baja 
California. This 
eliminates long 
runs to the main- 
land and allows 
for more fishing. 





opinions about taking an old boat and trying to convert 
it into a mothership that can launch and retrieve 
another vessel. ‘We got involved with motherships by 
building game boats for a few of them ” he says. “The 
motherships were mostly conversions, and I look at 
those as a bunch of rust buckets that were just getting 
money piled into them. What happens with those old 
renovations is that you spend millions of dollars tear- 
ing out the old stuff and going backward, then you 
spend millions more going forward. Guess what? At the 
end of the day, you still have an old crab boat. It might 
have a new coat of paint for the moment, with some 
new motors and generators and carpeting and what- 
ever, but it’s still an old vessel. I did the math and found 
out that you could start with new and come out just 
as good. And you can end up with a purpose-designed 
mothership from the get-go; not something designed to 
be something else.” 


SOME BOATS 

become nothing 
more than float- 
ing hotels and 
supply ships that 
help provide the 
game boats with 
a steady supply 
of food, fuel and 
tackle in some of 
the world's most 
remote and deso- 
late destinations. 


Edmiston converted E^ZZorro 
from a San Diego long-range 
fishing boat. “It was a 95-footer 
that was 28 feet wide,” says 
Borer. “It was really a cool boat, 
but it didn’t hold that much 
fuel. Our game boat, ElZorro II, 
was a 32-foot Sunny Briggs. 
The game boat fit on a cradle in 
the back, and we lifted the boat 
on and off with an articulated 
crane. The loading was a com- 
plicated matter, even as small 
as that boat was. You had to 
take the tower off the boat; our 
crane was maxed out — it was 
just way too complicated. We 
had great ideas, but the execu- 
tion wasn’t always the best. 
I usually had to go into a harbor 
and rent a crane to get it on and 
off sometimes. I even had a log- 
ging ship off the coast of Africa 
put the boat back on the mothership for six bottles 
of whiskey.” 


ON AND OFF 

During the late ’80s and early ’90s, several mothership 
operations plied the world’s oceans looking for the next 
great undiscovered hot spot. The most famous was 
The Madam and The Hooker, but Jim Jenks on Ocean 
Pacific and Jean Paul Richard’s French Look followed 
closely in its wake. Not one of these operations, how- 
ever, used the same method to launch and retrieve their 
game boats, and that’s a testament to the challenges 
that these kind of operations face. “Loading a small 
boat is a piece of cake if you are at Bahia Mar or Pier 66 
in Fort Lauderdale tied up to the dock,” says Matlack. 
“It’s another matter altogether if you are in a big bay in 
a foreign country fighting a surge and a crosscurrent. 



Motherships 
in Australia 


If you want to get a taste of the mothership lifestyle while chasing some of the largest black marlin in one of 
the world's most beautiful settings, then visitaustralianfishingexpeditions.com/luxury_yachts.html and 
check out some of the fabulous motherships available for next season. 



AROONA is a brand-new, 
purpose-built 70-foot mothership 
ideally suited to cruising the 
Great Barrier Reef. The interior 
is fitted with beautiful timbers, 
creating a unique style of 
class and comfort. The outdoor- 
dining and wet-bar area allows 


the guests to enjoy the peace and 
ambience while anchored behind 
one of the numerous outer reefs 
off the Cairns region. There are 
two master staterooms with en 
suites, and a third stateroom with 
a double and a single bed, also 
with its own private en suite. 


THE BOSS is an 83-foot luxury 
yacht with a cruising speed 
of 1 0 knots and an extensive 
range of 3,000 nm. It is very 
well-appointed with everything 
you need and sleeps 1 0 guests 
in air-conditioned comfort, with 
five guest bathrooms. It is fully 
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You have the mothership moving at some sequence of 
oscillation, and you’re trying to load a smaller game boat 
that’s dancing around like a paper cup. Somewhere dur- 
ing the loading equation, the two have to come together. 
That’s called a controlled collision.” 

After building a few game boats for these 
motherships, Matlack wanted to figure out a way to 
keep the loading process from being so laborious, time 
consuming and harsh on the boat being put on or off. 
'All of the operations that were working seemed to be 
beating the crap out of the sport boats against a big 
metal hull,” he said. "A lot of it was just awkward. The 
Madam and The Hooker used a submersible floating 
dry dock. It took hours to submerge the dock into the 
water so the game boat could get on it, and then hours 
and hours to pump the water out to float it again. It 
was an all-day, all-crew deal. In my opinion — and they 
were the pioneers, mind you, and they were always 
thinking — but the sport boat was just too big for the 
mothership,” says Matlack. 

Several motherships employed the use of a crane to 
lift the game boats on and off a custom-built cradle. 
"Jenks’ operation just used a knuckle boom to lift the 
boat, and you had straps, shackles and all kinds of lift- 
ing gear,” Matlack says. "You’d boom the entire game 
boat up into the air. Of course, anytime you are lifting 
an5d:hing on a pole, it has the potential to start swinging 
around. Jenks told me that he saw a shackle go by his 
head at 100 miles an hour one time with things busting 
and breaking all over the place.” 

Richard’s French Look utilized a rail system to load 
the game boat, which started out as one of Matlack’s 
Gamefishermans. “French Look had a better load- 
ing system than either The Madam or Ocean Pacific/’ 
Matlack says. "It was a railway thing. French Look 
started off as a Louisiana mud boat of some kind, but 
Jean Paul Richard finished it in Normandy, France, 
at a yard that did a lot of French military and govern- 
ment work. They must have done a lot of ships that did 
small-boat-recovery work because that’s where that 
rail system came from.” 

As enamored as he was with the rail system. 


Matlack decided to go another way when designing 
his custom-built motherships that range from 94 to 
164 feet. He thinks the floating dry dock, similar to the 
one that The Madam used, would be the best bet and 
the easiest on the equipment. "With our dock, you don’t 
have to pump it up or let it down,” he says. "It floats low 
in the water, at just the right level that it needs to for 
the particular game boat you choose. The game boat 
slides up on a series of longitudinal bunks that would 
be built into the dock, and custom fit and shaped to the 
bottom of the boat. Once the game boat is on the dry 
dock, a large winch pulls the entire dock into a large 
well on the back of the mothership.” 

TO TOW OR NOT TO TOW 

If you’re not up for the expense and hassle that come 
with a piggyback operation, you can always opt to 
tow your game boat from one place to the next. But 
although it will work if you are willing to take your 
time, towing comes with a whole host of problems. You 
have to chain your props to keep them from rotating, 
you have to keep a crew member on the towed vessel, 
and you have to monitor the tow rope, speed and sea 
state constantly, 24/7. 

"Towing is a scourge of the earth,” says Matlack. 
"Capt. Fred Hastings out of Fort Lauderdale used to 
tow a 43 Merritt around, and his three rules of tow- 
ing were: slow down, slow down and slow down. Once 
again, you have two different- size vessels trying to be 
happy in the same sea conditions. Well, the big ves- 
sel up front might be happy, but then you look back, 
and you are killing the sport boat. You normally have 
a mate riding back there, and that was pretty much 
like a death wish. The poor guy spends a lot of days by 
himself getting thrown around. There’s a lot to it.” 

A quick glance at Matlack’s Gamefisherman website 
and the fabulous drawings that he has displayed are 
sure to make the heart of any adventurous fisherman 
quicken with thoughts of what if? What if you were 
the head of the next globe-trotting team featured in 
Marlin magazine? 
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GAMEFISHER- 
MAN YACHTS, 

and owner Mike 
Matlack, have 
drawn up several 
nnotherships from 
94 to 1 64 feet in 
length designed 
to carry their 
game boats 
piggyback style 
on the back 
deck. A unique 
float-on docking 
system should 
simplify launch 
and retrieval. 



equipped for liveaboard charters 
customized to suit your wishes. 
The Boss is the perfect platform 





for your next fishing or cruising 
adventure. 

LAURA J is a 90-foot Norman 
Wright-built cruising yacht that 
recently was refitted. It is fully 
air-conditioned and has all 
the creature comforts to help 
guests fully appreciate and 
enjoy the Great Barrier Reef 
after a successful day's fishing. 
Laura J is the perfect mothership 


and provides comfortable 
accommodations in three 
air-conditioned staterooms, each 
with a private en suite. The service 
and congeniality provided by the 
crew is second to none and will 
ensure that your experience on 
board is one to be remembered. 

EMERALD LADY Relaunched 
and renamed in late 2005 
after a complete refit, and the 


1 1 5-footer is now available 
for charter. Indulge yourself 
in the elegance and charm 
of this luxuriously appointed 
superyacht while cruising 
the Great Barrier Reef and 
surrounding areas on Australia's 
northeast coast or anywhere in 
the South Pacific. Emerald Lady is 
perfect as a cruising yacht or as a 
mothership for your 
game-fishing expedition. 
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ANDREW WEST AND MICHAEE 
ailJSYE STUDY THE WORLD’S 
SaiAEEEST aiAREIN, HOPING TO 
SAVE THE BIG ONES 
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ANDREW WEST 

DR. ANDREW WEST TEACHES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NATIONS IN 
HAWAII AND HAS CONDUCTED SEMINAL RESEARCH ON LARVAL 
BLUE MARLIN THAT HAS LED TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF 
GROWTH RATES AND SPAWNING AREAS. PLUS, HIS CONSULTING 
BUSINESS LED HIM INTO A SECOND CAREER AS A REALITY-TV STAR. 


New Size Estimation? 



69 



MICHAEL MUSYL 

AFTER ESTABLISHING THE PELAGIC RESEARCH GROUP, DR. MICHAEL MUSYL COLLABORATED WITH WEST TO 
DEPLOY POP-UP SATELLITE ARCHIVAL TAGS IN MARLIN CAUGHT OFF HAWAII TO DETERMINE MIGRATION PAT- 
TERNS. THEIR RESEARCH LED TO NEW AND MORE POSITIVE ESTIMATES OF POST-RELEASE SURVIVAL RATES 
FOR TAGGED BILLFISH; A VERY HIGH PERCENTAGE OF THE FISH THEY TAGGED SURVIVED. BILLFISH HAD AN 
86 PERCENT SURVIVAL RATE, NO MATTER HOW THEY WERE CAUGHT, A SIGNIFICANT FINDING. 


% 


MARLIN RESEARCH MAVERICKS OFTHE PACIFIC 



PASTOR, PIG TRAPPER, PH.D., REAEITY-TV 
STAR, DECKHAND, PROFESSOR, FIEM PRODUCER, 
MUSICIAN. IF YOU’RE UOOKING FOR THE REAU 
ANDREW WEST, HE IS, OR HAS BEEN, AEE OF THE 
PRECEDING AND MORE. NEVER ONE TO FORCE 
HIMSEEF INTO THE CONVENTIONAE MOED, HE 
TAKES AN ICONOCEASTIC APPROACH TO HIS 
RESEARCH, AS HE DOES TO HIS EIFE, AND DEEIGHTS 
IN UPENDING CONVENTIONAE WISDOM. 



oo 


For example, once upon a time, everybody knew that 
big blue marlin were ''just passing through’' the waters 
off Kona, Hawaii. That was before West started seining 
the offshore waters there with his homemade plankton 
dip nets and fishing up tiny larval billfish. As a result of 
West’s Ph.D. research, the world now knows that Kona 
is one of just a few known hot spots in the world where 
blue marlin reproduce. West confirmed the existence 
of the baby blues as well as larval shortbill spearfish 
and broadbill swordfish, helped determine how to 
tell these species apart as tiny larvae, and discovered 
that blue marlin and spearfish spawn year-round in 
Kona, with seasonal peaks, and swordfish spawn only 
in summer. 

"By looking at when the larvae are here, I can tell 
when the adults are spawning,” West says. He also made 
the first measurements of the swimming speed of lar- 
val marlin in the open ocean, and he completed the first 
studies of the behavior, diet and growth of larval bill- 
fish. "We knew almost nil about the early life history of 
marlin,” says West. He describes the tiny predators as 
"a voracious set ofjaws propelled by some fins. They are 
eating machines. Forget sharks — Fm glad marlin lose 
their teeth.” He has been attacked by marlin and sword- 
fish in the course of his studies — but thankfully only 
by their larval forms, which he claims are even more 
aggressive than adults. 

DETERMINING GROWTH RATES 

To try to get a handle on their growth. West decided to 
look at the otoliths, or ear bones, which lay down 
growth rings that, like tree rings, can reveal the age 
and growth patterns of organisms. "In a full-grown 
marlin, the otolith is about the size of a match head,” 
says West. "With my specimens, the entire fish is the 
size of a match head, so you can imagine how ridicu- 
lously small the otoliths were!” He sent the tiny bones 
to Australia, where they were imaged under a scanning 
electron microscope, revealing daily growth rings. 

Comparing the size of the growth rings to the length of 
the larval fish. West found growth spurts corresponding 
to changes in diet revealed by his gut-content analyses. 
When the larvae went from consuming their egg sac to 
feeding, there was a growth spurt. Their growth rate 
jumped again when they switched from feeding on 
copepods and other crustaceans to feeding on fish, 
such as the larvae of flying fish, dolphin fish and other 
billfish. He once pulled a 7 mm larval marlin from the 
stomach of a 13 mm marlin. 


After receiving his Ph.D., the conventional course for 
West to pursue would have been post-doctoral research 
or securing a teaching position at a major university 
in order to further his academic career, but West had 
grown up moving from country to country with his 
Australian diplomat parents and lived in Kona for sev- 
eral years as a teenager, often working as deck crew 
on fishing boats. He didn’t want to leave the peaceful 
little fishing town where grander s can be hooked up just 
10 minutes out of the harbor so he could join the aca- 
demic rat race in a big city somewhere. "Hawaii is a 
great spot for biologists,” he says. "It’s got 11 of Earth’s 
13 climate zones. I didn’t want to leave.” 

SETTLING IN PARADISE 

Instead, he took a faculty position at the local 
University of Nations, where West teaches ecology, 
permaculture and water chemistry. University of 
Nations is a nondenominational Christian college that 
integrates learning with a sense of purpose to serve 
mankind, meshing with West’s own outlook. Having 
seen the suffering of children in many parts of the 
world during his peripatetic upbringing. West helped 
found a United Nations-recognized nongovernmental 
organization called Water for Life. He has traveled to 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Kiribati and the Philippines to set 
up drinking-water facilities in schools and orphanages. 

TELEVISION STARDOM 

Finding that grant money was not pouring in and his 
charitable activities were not feeding his family. West 
started a biological consulting firm, but found few 
islanders who were willing to pay for his services until 
one day a man walked in and asked if he dealt with feral 
pigs. "Do you pay?” asked West. Soon, he was running a 
small business to fill a local need: humanely removing 
rogue pigs that routinely invade private property and 
destroy gardens and lawns in west Hawaii. Somewhat 
improbably, this led to a starring role in the Discovery 
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THE DATA GENERATED BY WEST AND MUSYL 
SHOULD HELP LEAD TO BETTER MANAGEMENT 
FOR THE BILLFISH OF HAWAII AND THE 
PACIFIC OCEAN IN GENERAL 
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PIG EXPERT: 

Running a small 
business removing 
rogue feral pigs 
that were damag- 
ing property in 
Hawaii led West 
into a second ca- 
reer as host of the 
Discovery Channel 
series Hogs Gone 
Wild. A second se- 
ries, Beast Tracker, 
had him traveling 
the world, dealing 
with animal pests 
such as Burmese 
pythons. Now West 
is working on his 
own show called 
Hawaii Wildside. 


Channel reality-television series, Hogs 
Gone Wild, which took West all over North 
America and featured him matching wits 
with the largest and wiliest wild boars. 

That, in turn, led to a second series. 
Beast Tracker, which took him all over the 
world, dealing with Burmese p5d:hons and 
other such pests. The show was canned 
after just a few episodes. His disappoint- 
ment with working with corporate media 
led West to start development of his own 
series, Hawaii Wildside, for which he is 
currently filming pilot episodes. The show 
will feature island wildlife, from marlin 
and dolphins to feral pigs and cattle. “1 
love animals,” says West, ''but more than 
anything, I love talking to people about 
animals. I can reach more people by put- 
ting my message out on television than I 
can by publishing scientific papers.” 


FOLLOW 
ANDREW AND 
MICHAEL'S 
RESEARCH 


To learn more about 
the groundbreaking 
research conducted 
by these two 
maverick scientists, 
simply log on to 
pelagicresearchgroup 
.com. For updates 
on West's latest 
projects, check out 
hawaiiwildside.tv. 


ADDING A PARTNER 

West never lost his fascination with 
marlin, though, nor his dream of starting 
a research laboratory in Kona to study 
them. He was able to garner some support 
from local fishing tournaments for tagging 
and tracking of fish, and was able to attract 
some other researchers to collaborate. His 
primary research partner in recent years has been 
Michael Musyl, whose career has been illustrious 
and as conventionally academic as West's has been 
"off road.” Musyl spent his childhood in Colorado, 
pulling rainbow trout from mountain streams and 
studying the fish in the family aquarium. 

He earned a bachelor's degree in biology and 
chemistry, and a master's in fisheries biology 
and ecology, then moved to Australia to earn a Ph.D. 
in genetics and morphology. He returned to the 
United States for a post-doctoral degree in molec- 
ular genetics, then followed that with a string of 
research and teaching positions at various univer- 
sities and state and federal agencies. After 15 years 
at the University of Hawaii, he left to set up his own 
research company, the Pelagic Research Group. 
Musyl, West and their associates deployed pop-up 
satellite archival tags (PSATs) on marlin caught 
in Hawaii and tracked their subsequent travels 
through the Pacific. "The one big eye-opener,” says 
Musyl, "was not where the marlin went or how far 
they swam, but just how many survived the process 
of catch-and-release and kept swimming.” 

PSATs are expensive, which tends to limit the 


numbers that are deployed in any one study. To get 
figures on post-release survival with high statisti- 
cal strength, Musyl and West combined their own 
data with the data from every similar study they 
could find and performed the first meta-analysis 
of billfish survival rates after release from capture 
both in commercial and recreational fishing opera- 
tions. Data from 46 studies, in which six species of 
billfish were released, 400 with satellite tags and 
64 with acoustic tags, yielded surprising results. 

GOOD NEWS ON 
RELEASE SURVIVAL 

High rates of survival after release were more or 
less uniform across all types of billfish and all fish- 
eries, whether commercial or recreational. The 
researchers did not find statistically significant 
differences in survival based on fight time, water 
temperature, how the fish were handled or gear 
type, with the exception that fish caught on cir- 
cle hooks survived better than those caught on 
J hooks. "It appears that most of the variability 
in survival rates is random,” says Musyl. Overall, 
about 86 percent of released billfish survived. 

The take-home message, says Musyl, is if the fish 
is alive, release it. Because most longliners — in US. 
waters, at least — have fishery observers on board, 
he favors allowing longline boats to keep and sell 
billfish that come up dead, but quickly release any 
that are brought up alive. The number of dead 
billfish could be reduced, he says, by requiring 
circle hooks, and eliminating shallow sets and wire 
leaders. He'd like to do follow-up studies to find 
ways to reduce the number of bycatch fish, such 
as marlin, brought up dead by commercial boats 
targeting tuna — the at-vessel mortality. Although 
the sport-fishing sector takes such a small frac- 
tion that it probably has minimal impact in billfish 
management, Musyl would like to see tourna- 
ments give more points for catch-and-release than 
for weighed fish. "It takes more skill to release a 
fish alive than to bring one in dead,” he says. 

NO SALE PREFERRED 

West takes a more radical approach, favoring a ban 
on the sale of blue marlin meat in Hawaii, no mat- 
ter how it's caught. West would also like to see the 
tournaments completely restructured, noting that 
by giving points for larger fish, tournaments are 
encouraging anglers to kill the big breeders. All 
marlin larger than 300 to 350 pounds are female, 
and as they grow bigger, their egg production grows 
exponentially. The largest marlin not only produce 





WEST ONCE REMOVED A 7 MM LARVAL 
MARLIN FROM THE STOMACH OF A 13 MM 
MARLIN. GROWTH SPURTS IN THE FISH 
CORRESPOND TO CHANGES IN THEIR DIETS. 


vastly more eggs than smaller fish, but also produce 
larger eggs that contain more nutrients for the 
developing embryos. The larger the marlin, says 
West, the more valuable she is to the population. 

Having lived in Australia for so many years. West 
says, “It’s possible I still see things upside down, 
but isn’t this backward? We should be releas- 
ing all the big gals and keeping a few small ones.” 
He’d like to end the custom of hanging dead fish 
on the gallows at the end of the day and replace it 
with a viewing of videos of fish being caught and 
released. Musyl agrees. ''They could have cameras 
trailing for the underwater aspect, and also the 
on-top-of-the-bridge aspect,” he says. "How many 
people really want to get fish mounted and put 
on a wall these days?” West says the all-tag-and- 
release tournaments that are currently operating, 
however, are requiring line classes that are too 
weak. He favors using 130-pound line to get fish in 
quickly and release them in strong condition. 

"I’ve seen a huge change in the attitudes of the 
fishermen,” says West. "The marlin skippers are a 
lot more in tune with the environment than in the 
old days. The majority are doing tag-and-release 
now.” The PSAT studies, he points out, prove that 
unless they’re gut-hooked, the majority of released 
fish will live. "It’s convenient to believe that they’re 
going to die an5way, so we might as well keep 
them,” he adds. "But I’ve also been telling them, 
'Don’t invite me to your barbecue if the fish is over 
500 pounds; it’s going to be full of mercury!”’ 

NEW SIZE ESTIMATION? 

West and Musyl would like to develop a reliable 
method for accurately estimating the size of a bill- 
fish from photos or video that show only part of 
the fish. "I have an idea of how to go about doing 
that,” says Musyl. "I don’t know who would fund 
it though.” They’d also like to continue their PSAT 
studies of released fish to follow up on their long- 
term success. "They all show different levels of 
stress,” says Musyl. "Stress doesn’t necessarily 
kill, but do they go on to resume normal migration 
patterns, spawning and so forth?” 

They would also like to continue West’s 
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upside-down approach to studying marlin 
populations by looking at the smallest fish rather 
than the largest. West recalls that when he started 
his research on larval billfish, nearly everyone 
told him he was wasting his time and predicted he 
would find nothing. Instead, after his first brief tow 
of a plankton net off Kona, he found three incredi- 
bly beautiful cobalt-blue mini marlin in his bucket, 
and went on to determine spawning season peaks 
for blue marlin, swordfish and shortbill spearfish. 

Colleagues joined Musyl and West in a 
subsequent study that showed Kona’s waters are 
a spawning ground for striped marlin as well. "I 
always wanted to see if you could use the index of 
the number of larval marlin off Kona as an index 
for the adult population,” says Musyl. "One of 
the things that’s most important is that Kona is a 
known spawning ground. There’s a lot of develop- 
ment, a lot of phosphate runoff, a lot of turbidity, 
and how is that affecting the larval habitat there for 
them? Those are the sort of questions we simply 
have no answers to.” 

Musyl and West collaborated on a study that 
provided the first description of the fertilized eggs 
of blue marlin, shortbill spearfish and wahoo, and 
described a technique for shipboard identification 
of the eggs of all six Pacific billfish species, so they 
now have the tools to take their approach even fur- 
ther backward past the larvae to the eggs. Musyl 
calls Kona a "natural lab,” where "you can be on the 
water almost every day of the year, and investigate 
things like fish reproduction, larval dynamics and 
movement patterns in relation to oceanographic 
phenomena.” "Kona is like no other place that we 
know,” says West. "Because of the really clear water, 
we are able to spot larval marlin from the surface 
to dip them up and study them alive.” While many 
charter captains dream of bringing a grander to the 
weigh station, these two maverick scientists dream 
of catching marlin 3 mm long, and maybe watching 
a grander swim free into the cobalt-blue depths, 
carrying a small electronic tag. 
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Introducing the latest addition to the Jim Smith Family 

Hull #30 | 86’ loa | 2 x 2600 MTU | Range 900 nm (® 30 kts | 44 kts wot 


4396 S.E. COMMERCE AVENUE, STUART, FL 34997 | (772) 286 1172 
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ELECTRONICS 

Expanded 
functionality of 
digital switching 
changes the way 
you interact with 
vessel systems. 
New accessories 
enhance 
vessel security 
and increase 
night-vision 
capabilities on 
the water. 


“IT’S NOT EVERY DAY THAT I GET TO DO A 
PRODUCT SHOOT WHOSE VAEUE IS SOMEWHERE 
NORTH OF $12 3IIEEION.” 

— SCOTT KEllllIOAN, 
AQ IJA PA PA It AZZI. C OM 



SHIP'S SYSTEMS 

A Quality Livewell 
System Matters 



SCARBOROUGH 57 

Purpose-Built and 
Tournament Proven 



JIM SMITH 86 

This New Beauty is 
Fast and Efficient 
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IN THE 
EEECTRIC 
ZONE 


Digital switching is heading 
for your boat, and you’re going 
to like the results 


BY RAN DY VANCE 

Your car or truck has been running on 
a digital backbone for decades. Marine 
engines have been computerized since 
the 1990s. Even now, when you turn the 
radio or headlights on, you’re probably 


sending a digital signal to a digital switch. 
But in most boats today, electrical 
systems are as analog as they were in 
1950. Why? 

Well, actually, many are not analog at 
all. After the Great Recession, big out- 
board expresses and center-consoles 
were being developed faster than any 
other category of boat, and customers 
were becoming increasingly affected 
by digital mania thanks to the touch 
screens on smartphones. They wanted 


a user interface that did away with 
rows of corrosion-prone mechanical 
switches and said goodbye to an array 
of analog gauges, and hello to sleek, 
modern and efficient helm stations 
with glass multifunction display touch 
screens. The mechanical switches were 
still there, but tucked below deck in the 
form of breakers in a console, away from 
saltwater corrosion. 

But many anglers are still suspicious 
of digital technology and opt to keep 
their electrical systems decid- 
edly analog. Every skipper worth 
his salt knows how to find a short 
and repair it in a pinch, but how 
do you find a digital malfunction? 
And once you do, how do you fix 
it? Brian Robinson, of Summit 


Digital switching rids captains of 
headaches created by corrosion-prone 
mechanical switches and finicky 
analog gauges. 
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Marine Sales LLQ has a direct answer to 
that techno-fear. 

''These systems diagnose themselves ” 
Robinson says. Summit is the parent 
company of Marine Digital Systems, 
which delivers premanufactured electri- 
cal systems to boatbuilders. It is an active 
marine sales group, representing Marine 
Digital Integrators, CZone, Marinco and 
BEP — all names well known to boaters 
and boatbuilders. 

"Say you turn on a navigation light and 
it doesn't come on," Robinson said. "If the 
bulb is burned out, the system displays 
an 'over-volt' warning on your display, 
telling you to change the bulb." He dem- 
onstrated this on a panel being built 
for a popular center-console company. 
Garmin was the MFD of choice for this 
builder, and the on button appeared as 
an icon on the touch screen. 

"If the navigation light is shorted out 
in the power supply, it blows a breaker 
and tells you so," he continued. And, he 
reminded me, older analog systems can 
have a short as well — they just require 
patience and a multimeter to diagnose 
and locate. A failed bilge pump or a 
loose connection will also register on 
the system and display on the MFD. The 
system tells you the problem and tells 
you exactly how to look for it. 

So what about that fear? Early systems 
did have problems. First, digital switch- 
ing operates 
through a sig- 
nal sent on the 
navigation sys- 
tem's backbone. 

In the early 
days of NMEA 
2000, back- 
bone T's were 
a weak link. 

Sometimes it 


Glass 

multifunction dis- 
play touch screens 
on helm stations 
are becoming the 
norm for captains 
more familiar with 
their functionality. 



was the hardware, but often it was 
the installation. 

A backbone could be 10 or more T's 
connected in what looks like a spine — 
thus the nickname. Often the spine was 
fastened on either end and suspended 
in the middle. As the boat moved, so did 
the backbone, eventually breaking con- 
nections. Backbone connectors are more 


robust now, and installation protocol 
fastens each one to a firm surface, 
fostering long life. 

"But a lack of integration was also a 
problem. In the beginning, CZone wanted 
to sell bus boxes, displays and con- 
nectors," says Robinson. Boatbuilders 
would try to incorporate them into their 
current wiring systems. It was clear to 



Introducing the latest addition to the 
Sport Fishing Tournament Series 

Outfish the competition with AIRMAR's new Ultra Wide CHIRP transducers. With a 
40 degree beamwidth, this transducer reveals more fish in the water column than 
ever before and is being reported by captains as the best performance option! Don't 
miss the fish — install this transducer for your next tournament season! 


50' 

100 ' 


300' 

600' 


1000 ' 


(gAIRMAR* 

-/ .. ...... /T 


Beam Diameter vs. Depth 
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FURUNO GETS SOCIAL 



Furuno USA is looking to connect with 
you through Facebook (Facebook 
•com/Furuno) and will be rewarding 
fans for "liking " The company wants 
to reach at least 15,000 "likes" by the 
end of 201 5, and for every 1 ,000 new 
"likes" it receives, Furuno will randomly 
draw a name from its entire Facebook 


fan base and give that winner a Furuno 
GP1670F chart-plotter/fish-finder 
combo unit, valued at $700. If Furuno's 
Facebook page hits 1 5,000 "likes" by 
Dec. 31 , Furuno will up the ante by giv- 
ing away one of its recently introduced 
NavNetTZtouch2 12.1 -inch MFDs, 
valued at $4,000. Hats and T-shirts will 
be given out along the way. 

"We are looking for new ways to 
connect and communicate with our 
customers," says Jeff Kauziaric, advertis- 
ing and communications manager for 
Furuno USA. "Social media allows us to 
not only provide information, but also 
receive information from customers. 
These interactions will allow us to be 
more customer focused, while gaining 
some new friends along the way." 



From added boat security to 
increased night-vision capabilities 
and expanded music control, these 
new electronics are must-haves. 


in. 

j 

VIDEO SECURITY 

GOST Watch gave us live-streaming 
capabilities via cellular, satellite or 
Wi-Fi. Now, it's introduced the GOST 
Watch HD IVR system, a recording 
module that adds to the Watch 
HD and provides four terabytes of 
storage for capturing and storing 
90 days of continuous footage. 


mCOMSMI? 

Duplex Wireless Systems 




SEEK COMPACT XR 

Converting most iOS or Android 
devices into a thermal camera, the 
Xtra Range version of Seek's award- 
winning camera provides a narrower 
field of view and extended range. 
Ideal for spotting obstacles on the 
water at night, the camera can detect 
changes in temperature nearly 
1 ,800 feet away. 



NYRIUS SONGO PORTABLE 

Upgrade your pre-Bluetooth stereo 
system instantly with the Songo 
Bluetooth device. Connecting 
through the aux-in on the stereo with 
the provided cable, smartphones 
connect seamlessly so that anyone 
on board can be the DJ while on the 
fishing grounds. 
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Robinson a more integrated approach 
was needed, so he partnered with Marcus 
Bailey, his current partner in Summit 
Marine Sales, and developed Marine 
Digital Integrators LLC. ''We work with 
the boatbuilder to develop a system for 
each boat,” says Robinson. 

The company builds the system of bus 
boxes, digital connections and device 
power supply. Each bus box has six digital 
switches and a power supply. Six color- 
coded power lines are fed from the box 
to their corresponding devices. Deutsch 
connectors keep it all watertight. Wires 
are cut to predetermined lengths, then 
labeled and packaged for shipping to the 
boatbuilder who then installs the panel, 
routes the color-coded wires to the 
devices and connects the power feed to 
the panel. 


A failed bilge 
pump will register 
on the system and 
display on the 
MFD. 

ff 

"Instead of taking three days to wire 
a boat, some boats are done in three 
hours,” says Robinson. What about long- 
term maintenance? If a box fails, the 
other boxes reprogram the replacement. 
IBs all plug and play. Robinson acknowl- 
edges that a few boxes have failed, but 
that's rare. All switches can be manually 
operated as per American Boat and Yacht 
Council wiring standards. 

The system is user-customizable too. 
One boat owner wanted his bilge pump 
to be a momentary switch, powering the 
pump only when depressed. In a latch- 
ing configuration, he'd left the bilge 
pump on a couple of times and burned 
it out. We plugged a laptop into the sys- 
tem and scanned the individual boxes 
and switches. We clicked the bilge and 
selected momentary (instead of latch- 
ing) on a drop-down menu. We were 
done in a minute. The pump stayed on 


only as long as we held it on. 

There are some switches a boater 
wants to touch a button to activate, 
such as a horn, a bilge pump or interior 
lights. In that case, MDS builds switch 
panels for commonly used functions. 
But, just as in your automobile, when 
you touch these buttons, you're sending 
a signal to the bus box, telling the box 


to turn on the device. 

For today, a properly engineered 
digital switching system makes things 
work better and offers a more reliable 
system than full mechanical wiring. 
And the system is modular, so down the 
road, as the sea takes its toll on the battle 
wagon, those troubled parts can be easily 
identified and replaced. 



Up to 1850 GPD Compact or Modular Configuration 


PURE WATER. ANYTIME, ANYWHERE 





BLUEWATERDESALINATION.COM 

1 (855) 553-3725 / I (310) 684-1467 


Equipment Tent 498-499 


NOVEMBER 2015 79 MAREINMAO.COM 





Run Gun | Ship’s Systems 



KEEPING 
EIVE BAIT 
EIVEEY 

A quality livewell system 
helps make the difference 
when fishing liveys 

BY KARL ANDERSON 

Keeping live bait healthy and lively is a 
big job, but with some new tools and the 
proper procedures, doing so has become 
easier. Live-bait management is pretty 
much the same ever5rwhere from Atlantic 
to Pacific and north to south. Some bait 
species are more hardy than others, but 


when cared for, they all make for a great 
day fishing. Catching the bait with care 
is where it all starts; if you are not taking 
steps to properly care for the bait as you 
catch it, the likelihood of that bait being 
stressed is high. 

Once you’ve caught your bait, having 
the right wells in which to put it can make 
a huge difference. The days of putting 
bait in an in-deck well with free-flowing 
holes through the bottom of the boat are 
pretty much over because they just do not 
keep the varieties of bait properly. Some 
manufacturers build molded-in wells in 
the transom, which work well enough 
providing you can manipulate the flow 
and pressurize it. However, the best solu- 
tions for today’s live-baiting consist of 
on-deck wells that can be pressurized to 
keep the bait from being beaten up. 


On-deck livewellsfed by pump boxes 
have become the setup preferred by 
most serious live-bait crews. Healthy 
bait makes a world of difference. 


Wicked Wells, of Palm Beach, Florida, 
builds fully molded fiberglass double- 
walled wells with an inner and outer 
coat of Awlgrip. These wells can be cus- 
tomized to suit your width and height 
requirements, and are engineered so that 
supply and drain water can be regulated 
to give you the best flow for the bait you 
are working with. Most of the top live- 
bait guys recommend an even but slight 
flow so you do not tire the baits out. 
Being able to regulate that flow is one key 
to having healthy, lively baits. 

Supply water is usually handled with 
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a sea chest that offers a multiple-pump 
scenario to handle multiple wells, and 
usually features a spare pump that can 
take over in case one of the primary 
pumps fails. Wicked makes sea chests 
with two lV 2 -inch inlets or a single 
2 V 2 -inch inlet. The outlet ball valves are 
PVC but can be upgraded to bronze. The 
3/4 -inch acrylic lid features a gasket to 
form a tight seal and is easily removed 
for service. Wicked Wells makes two-, 
three-, four- and six-pump chests that 
can be configured in either 12 or 24 
volts, with 1,500 gph or 2,000 gph Rule 
bilge pumps. The Wicked Wells system 
makes it easy to retrofit any boat. 

Most installations feature through- 
deck plumbing with flush deck plates that 
are unobtrusive when not in use. With the 
sea chest in the lazarette getting its water 
from a regular through-hull and then 
routing the plumbing to the deck hard- 
ware and straight to the Wicked Wells, 
there are no on-deck hoses to trip over 
or free-flowing water sloshing on deck 



MAN 1,900 HP ENGINES 

The new V-1 2 engine from MAN 
boasts 1,900 hp and will make its 
North American debut at the 201 5 
Fort Lauderdale International Boat 
Show. The largest engine built to 
date by MAN features an outstand- 
ing power-to-weight ratio, and a 
24.2-liter displacement generates 
high power across the speed range. 


all day because both supply and drain 
‘ water go through the deck. Drain water 
f is usually routed under the deck with a 
check valve out the side of the hull or out 
the transom. To quickly get rid of water 
and scales, the wells have an external 
drain at the bottom that is easily opened 
to vacate the tank. 

Wicked Wells have a clean custom look 
and provide good supply water that can 
be regulated with a ball valve underdeck. 
The outflow is located high on the tank 
and has a unique gate valve that can be 
easily adjusted to reduce outflow and 
pressurize the well. The lid has a gasket 
to seal it tight on the gutter, which has a 
series of holes that allow the overflow to 
drain to the exit gate valve so no water 
sloshes on deck. The hinges on the lid 
also have tension adjustments. 

Clean, common-sense rigging in 
ever54hing we do makes our fishing 
days better, and utilizing the latest 
livewell technology will help boost your 
performance as well. © 
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SCARBOROUGH 57 

Purpose-built for tournament fishing, and an eye-catcher too ^ 

BY GARY CAPUTI ^ 

cn 

O 

Sally Girl was just back from the Virginia Beach Billfish Tournament when I saw her in her slip at Pirate's Cove Marina ^ 

in Manteo, North Carolina. Like so many of Scarborough Boatworks’ creations, this boat represents a personal col- “ 

laboration between the builder and the owner. Sally Girl was built for father and son Chauncey and Jason Krahenbill, | 

of Edenton, North Carolina, both avid marlin fishermen who run and fish the boat themselves in tournaments, often o 

against paid professional teams. In the few weeks since taking delivery, they had already taken fourth in the VBBT, fifth < 

in the Pirate's Cove Billfish Tournament and placed in the top 10 at the Carolina Boat Builders. Not bad, considering ^ 

LO 

they had just a little over 200 hours on the engines. ^ 
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GEiVEliAL 

APPEAliA]N(]E 

Sally Girl is definitely a 
new-generation Scarborough, 
lower to the water, with a 
more subdued bow flare. 

The long bow, rake of the 
house and bridge, Carolina 
sheer and large cockpit are 
perfectly proportioned to 
give her a racy look. She’s 
done up with a dramatic 
Alexseal metallic Dolphine 
Blue hull that’s set off from 
the crisp white foredeck and 
house by teak toe rails 
and covering boards. Sans 
tuna tower, the helmsman 
steers from a nicely laid-out 
flybridge while the action 
occurs in an uncluttered 
work environment below. 

Fishability was the first 
and foremost consideration. 
“I love the boat,” Chauncey 
says. ''But I also love the fam- 
ily behind it. Ricky Jr. and 
his wife, Sarah, are special 
people, and when you build a 
boat with them, you become 
part of their family.” 

SAEON AND GAEEEY 

The interior woodwork 
— salon, galley and state- 
rooms — is teak, the joinery 
and finish work beautifully 
executed. The couches are 
done by Van Brunt’s Custom 


Upholstery, with spacious 
storage compartments 
beneath to store tackle. The 
floors are hand-fitted teak 
and holly, including the 
companionway belowdecks. 
The compact galley coun- 
tertops and backsplash 
are done in beige speckled 
quartz, as is the vanity in the 
head. Kitchen components 
include three refrigerator 
drawers and one freezer, a 
sink, a two-burner electric 
stove-top and an oversize 
microwave/convection oven. 
There’s plenty of storage 
for dry goods, dinnerware 
and paper products. Dinner 
is served on a teak table 
with benches that seat four, 
and a large flat-screen TV 
is located on the bulkhead 
above it. Lighting is recessed, 
and the surrounding glass 
is tinted. 


SLEEPING 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Down four teak steps is a 
fisherman’s idea of what 
sleep quarters should be. 
The door to starboard leads 
to the boat’s only head, but 
it’s a complete one with a 
raised toilet next to a cabi- 
net for towels and supplies, 
a large vanity with the sink 




set in a granite countertop, 
and an oversize stand-up/ 
sit-down enclosed shower. 
The door opposite the head 
enters a modest master with 
a full-size berth. 

Moving forward, the 
companionway opens to 
the full beam of the hull 
and a pair of old-fashioned 
daybeds. Below the full berth 
are six large storage drawers, 
and a storage area beneath 
the other houses a pair of 
cockpit kite rods, Lindgren- 
Pitman electric kite reels and 
four bent-butt 130s. Over 
the top of both lounges are 
rod racks for 24 more outfits, 
so the boat’s entire comple- 
ment of tackle is on board at 
all times. Behind a door in the 
forward bulkhead is another 
stateroom, this one with two 
beds in a V-pattern over/ 
under arrangement, one a 
full, the other a twin. There 
are storage drawers, a small 
LCD TV and a clear hatch 
overhead to provide daylight. 

FIADRIDGE 

The helm layout is 
straightforward and 
uncluttered, with a teak pod 
for the wheel and single-lever 
controls. "I’m old- school,” 
Krahenbill told me. "I have 
a large fleet of trucks, and I 
wanted a full complement 
of mechanical gauges at the 


SPECS 

LOA: 57' TbEAM: 16' 6" ! DISP.: 55,000 LB, j FUEL: 1,100 GAL, T WATER: 200 GAL 1 POWER: TWIN 1,150 HP CATERPILLAR CIS DIESELS 

f f (with fuel and water) I I ' 
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helm to keep track of the 
engines two floors down.” 
But he isn’t so old-school 
when it comes to electron- 
ics. Three Simrad 19-inch 
touch-screen monitors 
stretch across the helm cab- 
inet and are also linked to 
provide engine data. To port 
is a compartment for the 
radios, transmission con- 
trols, switch panels and the 
hard-key control panel for 
the Simrad system. Three 
Furuno RD33s are situated 
in a recess in the hardtop 
just forward of the access 
door for the Miya Epoch 
US-9HD teaser reels. The 
outriggers are rigged so 
the long baits can be han- 
dled from the bridge, as is 
the center rigger. 

ENGINE ROOM 

Accessed through a hatch 
in the cockpit and down 
an aluminum ladder, the 
engine room contains twin 
1,150 hp Caterpillar CIS 
diesels run through ZF 
1.75-to-l transmissions 
under a mirrored ceil- 
ing. A ledge at the forward 



bulkhead is home to a Cat 
21 kW genset, the engine- 
room air-conditioning 
unit, hot water heater. 
Headhunter MachS water 
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pump and filters. There is a 
Spot Zero water-polishing 
system and filters that 
provide on-demand fresh 
water to the boat’s wash- 
down hoses on the flybridge, 
bow and in the cockpit. 

Raw water for engine 
cooling comes through a 
pair of sea chests forward 
of each engine. The star- 
board engine is equipped 
with a crash valve should 
the unthinkable occur. All 
engine electronics boxes 
and gauges are found on 
the stern bulkhead, along 
with a Maretron NMEA 
2000 backbone to feed 
operational data to the 
electronics at the helm. 

The fuel filters are backed 
up by a primer pump as an 
additional safety feature. A 
Dometic Eskimo ice maker, 
KT unit for the freezer box, 
Cruisair air-conditioning 
system for the living 
spaces, Voltmaster bat- 
tery charger and Fireboy 
fire-suppression system 
are also positioned aft of 
the engines for easy access. 
Aft of the engine room is an 
access tunnel between the 
fuel tanks to the lazarette 
that neatly stores flying 
gaffs. Crawl through and 
you find the aft bilge pumps, 
rudder posts, rudder sen- 
sor for the autopilot and 
SeaStar hydraulic steering 
system, all housed in a dry, 
clean environment. 


COCKPIT 

The 16-foot-6-inchbeam 
creates a spacious cock- 
pit with generous overall 
dimensions. A Release 
Marine fighting chair com- 
plements the meticulously 
finished teak decks. A large 
fish box is situated in the 
transom, with compos- 
ite cutting boards on the 
reverse side of the hatches. 
Under the entire mezza- 
nine couch is a massive 
freezer box, and hatches in 
the deck hide — from port 
to starboard — a refrig- 
erated bait box, a storage 
space for cleaning supplies, 
engine-room access, a large 
drink box and an oversize 
ice chest that extends well 
forward. The bridge lad- 
der mounts to the side of 
the multidrawer tackle sta- 
tion with a Wolf electric 
grill atop it. ''There’s just 
something about the smell 
of hot dogs on the grill when 
you’re fishing,” Krahenbill 
says with a smile. 

PERFORMANCE 

As we left Pirate’s Cove, I 
had an opportunity to see 
how the six-cylinder Cats 
and four-blade Veem props 
pushed the boat’s 55,000- 
pound displacement. They 
didn’t disappoint. From 
idle, the hull transitions 
onto plane imperceptibly. 
No bow rise, just the feeling 
of the hull form releasing 


from the water as it whisked 
its way up to a comfortable 
32-knot cruise with the 
engines at 80 percent load, 
burning about 80 gph. At 
wide-open throttle, she 
hit 39 knots. Krahenbill 
showed off her maneuver- 
ability, running the narrow 
channel cutbacks to the 
inlet at speed. 

The seas outside were 
modest, but Oregon Inlet 
is almost always gnarly. 

The hull handled it with- 
out a problem at 25 knots. 
Running offshore into a 
modest head sea was no 
challenge, and Krahenbill 
said the boat was right at 
home in every sea condi- 
tion he’s had it in so far. At 
trolling speed, the wake 
is clean, and the engine’s 



low grumble should have 
the billfish all over the flat 
lines. In reverse, the boat 
is more than a match for a 
white marlin, turning and 
spinning like a ballerina. 

"I couldn’t be happier 
with every aspect of the 
performance,” Krahenbill 
said. "And the same goes 
for my son. Plus, she really 
raises fish.” 

This new Scarborough 
57 is a serious offshore 
angler’s dream. It’s beau- 
tiful, fast, seaworthy and 
purpose-built from the keel 
up for chasing marlin. ® 
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JIM SMITH 86 

This new beauty is fast, beautiful and efficient as well 

15Y ROBERT “FEY” NAVARRO 

Whether you’re meeting John Vance of Jim Smith Boats for the first time or you’ve known him for many years, it’s ^ 

evident he is not only a master craftsman but also a historian of the sport-fishing industry. Vance continues the heritage g 

that has kept Jim Smith Boats at the top of its game for many years. That tradition continues with the launch of the new ^ 

86-foot Smith, Sapelo. With classic lines designed for speed, economy and comfort, Sapelo’s streamlined look makes it ^ 

seem as though it’s piercing the water even while sitting still. ^ 
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SALON 

Upon entering 5apeZo, the 
first thing you notice is 
the great amount of space 
in the salon and galley area. 
There is a clear view from 
the salon door all the way 
into the galley dinette, which 
gives the salon the feeling of 
a great room. One of the most 
gratifying things about the 
boat for the owner of Sapelo is 


the level of fit and finish in the 
interior of the boat. The sofa 
and seating area sit along the 
port side of the salon, and all 
seating areas come properly 
equipped with charging sta- 
tions for all your personal 
electronic devices. The star- 
board side of the salon is lined 
with cabinetry loaded with 
AV equipment. 

A 22-cubic-foot 
refrigerator on the port side 
leads into the counter, which 
then connects to the stove- 
top. This divides the salon and 
galley, with an entry on the 
starboard side. The galley was 
designed for ease of maneu- 
verability, with an island in 
the middle, and it has a settee 
that can seat up to eight peo- 
ple. The starboard side of the 
galley encompasses a wet bar, 
ice machine and wine cooler. 
In the forward part of the 
galley, a door leads you into 
the pantry area, which takes 
up the entire brow of the boat 
and houses a 22-cubic-foot 
freezer and full-size washer 
and dryer. 

The storage in the pantry 
can accommodate several 
months' worth of dry goods. 


along with all the cooking 
utensils needed for every- 
day living. The four-drawer 
Sub-Zero freezers add 
additional freezer capacity. 
Vance says the owner wanted 
self- sustainability and the 
ability to carry as many 
supplies as needed for his 
trips. The boat will serve as a 
mothership for all the diving, 
fishing and other excursions 
the owner enjoys. 

BELOWDECKS 

Going down the 
companionway on the 
starboard side, you find a 
full-beam master stateroom 
beneath the galley. The master 
has his-and-her closets and 
plenty of drawer space under 
the master berth. The master 
shower is situated in the mid- 
dle, with his-and-her heads on 
either side. Continuing down 
the companionway, on the 
port side is the VIP stateroom. 





SPECS 

LOA: 86' TbEAM: 21'6^ ! DRAFT: 5' I FUEL: 3,500 GAL, j WATER: 600 GAL^ T POWER: TWIN 2,600 HP MTU 16V SERIES 2000 M94 

^ f I (as space allows) I I 
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The full-size bed has 
nightstands on either side, 
and the stateroom connects 
to its own shower and head. 
The high bow deck gives the 
staterooms a roomy feel. 

The starboard- side 
stateroom is attached to 
its own head and shower; 
it has two twin beds and 
a third fold-down trundle 
bed. At the bow, two V-berth 
staterooms divide the boat 
in half. Two equal state- 
rooms on both the port and 
starboard sides share one 
common head and shower 
located all the way forward. 
Each room has two bunks, 
arranged with one stacked 
above the other. 

EiVGIiN E ROOM 

The first thing you notice 
in the engine room is the 
immense amount of space. 
Even with twin 2,600 hp 
MTU 16V Series 2000 M94 
diesels, there is more than 
enough room. Vance says 
having the galley over the 
master stateroom made it 
necessary to raise the over- 
all salon deck, creating an 
enormous amount of head- 
room in the engine room. 
The extra space on the aft 


bulkhead is utilized for 
mounting the ice machine, 
compressors for all of the 
cockpit refrigeration. Acme 
isolator boosters, fuel filters, 
and the hydraulic reservoir. 
Both engines are equipped 
with hydraulic pumps to run 
the Wesmar bow thruster 
and the anchor windlass on 
the bow. 

The boat's batteries are 
mounted outboard of the 
engines. Two 33 kW Onan 
generators with sound 
shields come mounted on 
both sides of the pump- 
room door. Mounted on 
the aft bulkhead above the 
generators are two FCI 
1,600-gallon-per-day 


watermakers. Chilled-water 
systems sit on open shelves, 
and underneath that area 
are all the air-conditioning 
and raw-water pumps 
needed on the boat. 

FEY15RIDGE 

The bridge console is an 
island, with walk- around 
access to the front of the 
bridge on both sides. There 
is a teak step up just aft 
of the console, and three 
teak helm chairs with 
cushions mounted on the 
step. The console is laid out 
symmetrically, with two 
full-display engine moni- 
tors; four full-size Garmin 
touch screens, which are 
completely interfaced with 
one another; and a Simrad 
autopilot. Forward of the 
bridge console, there is full 
bench seating, with addi- 
tional seating on both the 
port and starboard sides of 
the bridge. In the center 
of the bridge, there's a 
cocktail table that can be 
hinged to convert into a 
two-person lounge chair. 


COCKPIT 

The cockpit is beautifully 
designed, with a teak 
bulkhead and mezzanine 
along with teak covering 
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boards and a teak cockpit 
deck. The mezzanine deck 
has one refrigerated drink 
box that can be used as a 
freezer, along with storage 
on the port side of the mez- 
zanine. On the starboard 
side of the mezzanine is a 
full-size tackle center with 
an Eskimo ice machine ice- 
dump boK beneath it There 
is one in-deck livewell and 
a fully insulated transom 
liveweD, which can also 
double as a fish box. 

PERFORM AiVC E 

When pulling away from 
the dock, Sapelo’s 14-inch 
bow thruster helps make 
her extremely maneuver- 
able in even the tightest 
situations. By the time the 



engines turned 1,100 rpm, 
the boat was completely 
on plane as she glided 
across the water. When she 
reached her cruising speed 
of 30 knots at 1,600 rpm, 
she burned only 100 gallons 
per hour. And with a 
3,500-gallon fuel capacity, 
that gives her over 30 hours 
of cruising and a range of 
almost 1,000 nautical miles. 
The owner is extremely 
happy with her efficiency 
and range. Even with an 
overall length of 86 feet, 
at cruise speed she leans 
into her turns and is nim- 
ble and responsive to 
any steerage. ® 


COURTESY JIM SMITH BOATS (2) 



THE GAMUT P R O L I N K^Q U I C K RELEASE 


RIGGING SYSTEM 



PENN 


WATER 

ADyfUTOltlS 


STOP RIGCSnisTG 


When seconds count, the Gamut ProLmk Pelagic Pigging System^^ by 
Taylor Offshore™ allows you to be faster and more efficient on the 
water. We eliminate the need for costly lure specific leader and make 
re-rigging instantaneous. With our new positive locking system, the lure 
connection ts stronger than the toughest snap-swtvels. We challenge 
you to find a more durable and more efficient system! No matter what 
type of fisherman you are, when It matters most on the back of your 
boat Stop Rigging, Start Fishing! 


COME VISIT US AT THE 

FT, LAUDERDALE BOAT SHOW 




CONGRATULATIONS TO 

SPENCER YACHTS 



And the crew on Big Deal, winners of the 
Marlin Magazine Manufacturer's Cup and second 
place team in the Bermuda Big Game Classic 




M arlin Magazine recognizes the huge effort 
made by crews steaming to Bermuda 
from the United States and the 
Bahamas to fish the Bermuda Big Game Classic - 
the longest sea crossing without a fueling station, 
watering hole or landmass along the way for any 
billfish tournament* The Banks off Bermuda 
possess the most consistent large blue marlin 
fishery in the world. The Bermuda-based and 
visiting crews fishing the event represent some 
of the most competitive teams in tournament 
fishing, running some of the top boats firom 
the best boat manufacturers in the world. 


Fishing in their first Bermuda tournament 
team Big Deaf on their stunning 69^ Spencer 
Yacht scored IZOO-points from two blue 
marlin and one white martin releases to win 
the Marlin Magazine Manufacturers Cup and 
second place team of the Bermuda Big Game 
Classic, Our sincere congratulations, thanks 
and admiration go to Spencer Yachts and the 
crew aboard Big Deal, 


MARKETPLACE 



Order online today at www.marlinniag.coni/cal 
or call 888-224-0137 in the U.S. (Canada and Inti: 515-237-3697). 


Price includes $3 shipping & handling (US only). Canadian and International orders, please inquire 


ORDER YOUR 

2016 

FISHING 

CALENDAR 

FOR ONLY $14.97! 

Plus, SAVE $2 
on each additional 
calendar. 


nurry! 
Quantities 
are limited, 

ORDER 

TODAY! 


*5q!W, %hT«n 


Pearl Islands 


Teasers to Topwaters... 



Punta Coco has you covered! 

•101 ACRES (41 HECTARES) • 

• FULLY PERMITTED • 

• DEVELOPMENT READY • 

Priced aggressively to sell 


Contact: 

EStark@StarkfishLLC.cc 
ph: 216.375.9432 
www.StarkfishLLC.com 


KSta 



What will you put in 
your spread today? 


The same old thing, or something that will 
give you an edge? How about a lure with a 
baitfish silhouette, glow language and belly 
weighting, in a proven skirt combination? 


There IS a difference! 
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MELTDNTACKLE.CDH • THE ULTIHATE IN BIG GAME TACKLE G ACCESSORIES • (8DD) 372-3474 
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HOOKING YOU UP WITH THE TOP BRANDS IN BIG GAME FISHING 




Contact Clark Sneed Today! 

Phone: 919.669.1304 

Email: csneed@bluewateryachtsales.com 






Please Call or 1 
our Website - special 
offers do a pply- 


SAVE 

NOHM 


of the highest drag capabilities in the 
business, and they are smooth! How 

§ ood are they? For starters they have a 
year warranty - Parts & Labor. 

Visit CharkBait for 
the best from 
OKUMA! 

www.CHARKBAIT.com 
877 - 424-2751 


NOVEMBER 2015 05 MAREIN3IAG.COM 


MARKETPLACE 











MARKETPLACE 



4^ downloadable REIIASE CERTIFICATES available online 

KING SAILf ISH MOUKTS. INC 
Lauderdale, Florida 

www.ktnosail6shmouots.eoin 954-764-8377 


JmG 

MOUMFS 


M arine Arti st 

Release Amounts for that 
0Kee-*)K-f4-A£^ei6£me ^<itcAl 



2014 White Marlin Open, 1 st Place Blue Marlin, 
"Graf/fude" wins $51 1,41 7.00, Capt. Paul Spencer. 

2014 Bahamas Billhsh Championship, 

1 St Place Overall, "Wave Paver". 

2014 Pirates Cove Billfish Tournament, 

1st Place, "(/fio/Was". 

2014 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1st Place Blue Marlin 847 lbs., 
"Why Knot" sets a new tournament record. 

201 4 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1 st Place White Marlin, 
"Krazy Salts", wins $660,394.00. 


All bait Is brined, vacuum packed and blast frozen to 
ensure freshness. Unrigged or professionally rigged. 


1-800-NEW-BAIT (639-2248) | 305-751-7007 
fV_ 6911 NE 3RD AVE., MIAMI, FL 331 38 

LJ FAX: 305-758-8074 I WWW.BAITMASTERS.COM 




obxtradingroup.com 



Home of the 

DREDBECnm 

The Original Integrated Dredge 
Camera Housing for Go Pro Cams 


The World Wide Source for: Dredge Kits, Stripteasers, 
Spreader Bars, Complete Tackle Kits for Billfish & Tuna, 
Hi-Performance Coolers, Gyro Binoculars, Fighting Chairs, 
Outriggers, Hal-Locks, Rigging Kits, Kite 
Fishing Kits, Electric Reels & more! 


.X 


Abaco Outrigger Tension Kits * 


1-888-810-7283 I www.alltackle.coni 
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SAVE 

TIME 


24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or Pay 
a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 
www.marlinmag.com/cs 



Marlin 


GEOFFREY C. SMITH 

American Sculptor 



The Stuart Sailfish 

EDITION 2/12 
60 X 24 X 17 IN. 
BRONZE CAST 


Detail: Paradise Found 
Three Panel Relief 
23 X 141 IN. 
BRONZE CAST 


Get Marlin News 
Delivered to Your Inbox 




ZV Bertram-Custom • 26' Regulator 


LOS SUttl'lOS MAKINA 
CI>VIA ttlL A 

MARLIN • SAILFISH • DORADO • WAHOO • ROOSTERFISH 

Costa Rica: 011-506-8330-5416 • US 646-220-5963 
Email: info@straightupsportfishing.com 


www.straightupsportfishing.com 
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CHARTER BOATS AND RESORTS 



‘^YAMAHA 


GARMIN 


c r> u.uurivn I ^v. 




f BUirTKMnv ■ 
N0W AT 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2015 at the 


Marriott Harbor Beach Resort, Fort Lauderdale, Florida Join TBF for 
cocktails, dinner, silent and live auctions, music, dancing and the presentation of the 

2015 RYBOVICW LIFETIME CONSERVATION AWARDS! 

Proceeds will benefit T8F s educational, research and conservation programs 



RAN^SlA,; 

GmaJM VonttysfCaomeFiJ^m the 


Black Marlin FtsKlng Hwinaiit Undc 

IjfHB IAiM ■ 

fiom Ida Col&tk flmama 
31' Bcitrumi flc IT Mdki> bodAi 
On-^O specia: nTpiiije Gili * New JVdk^^ flc RsId 

wwWiCoIbdidvcomrusin 


*Baa.i«MW7 « 314 



KEY WEST AREA 
8002381746 


www.SEAB00TS.com 





THIS SPACE 
IS AVAILABLE! 

CALL 

BILL SIMKINS 

to Advertise Here 

407 - 571-4865 
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Give the gift 
of FISHING 


with 3 Marlin magazine 
subscription 


> Visit < 


marlinmag.com 











luuiAr cAamiidr/ 800-882*4665 * CasaViejaLodge.com 




GUATEMALA 


World Class Fishing 
Veteran Crews * 9-Boat Fleet 
Luxury Aaomodations 
Gourmet Dining 


* 1 • t 

LODGE 

'MAmtdi f # IS ® ''"US 


PvWle 5*nric* ^ 


TEST 


From the office of 
takemefishing.org. 


r 


Do you need a 
fishing iicense and 
boat registration? 

Please take a few moments to considep each of the 
qoestions below. Take yoop lime. Let it come natopally. 


4. lha Itk 3 ipaiMli 
i rkiMXTkua^N* I 


= m 


Is this your idea of fishing with friends? 


Yes, I am a 1,200-pound brown bear, and 
these are my friends. 

‘®i Yes, I stand at the edge of the falls and catch 
fish with my mouth. 



: E 


:E 


Are you your own boat? 


Yes, and please stop staring at my stern. 
No, I’m my own airplane. 

^ No. 


Do you want this in your favorite iake? 


Yes. Landfills are soooo cliche. 

Sure, who doesn’t love dipping their toes into £ 
pool of swirling sewage? 
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Find out how to do your part at: 


Ciiarier Boats 


Costa Rica 


LOS SUENOS RESORT & MARINA. FISHING 
TRIPS TO COSTA RIGA'S hottest destination. Wide 
range of vessels and luxury accommodations. For 
Fishing Packages and Specials please call toll free 
1-866-439-5922 or visit www.StayInCostaRica.com 

"COSTA RICA DREAM MAKERS" Sport 
Fishing Packages at the Los Suenos Resort 
& Marina WBS Championship winning boat 
charters, Luxury rooms, Condos, and Houses. 
Call us toll free today at 1-888-588-2736 or visit 
WWW. CostaRicaDreamMakers .com 


To list your charter boat or resort, contact: 

Bill Simkins 

Ph (407) 571-4865 • bill.simkins@bonniercorp.com 


NOVEMBER 2015 07 MAREINMAG.COM 


CHARTER BOATS AND RESORTS 











NOVEMBER 5-9, 2015 

FORT LAUDERDALE INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW 


HMY is proud to launch two brand new 
models - the Cruisers Yachts 60 and the 
Viking Yachts 80 Convertible. Visit us at 
any of the show locations. 

1 V, 


NEW YACHTS: BROKERAGE MOTOR YACHTS: 


Viking - End of D Dock South Face Dock South, Las Olas North 

Princess / Arcadia - Face Dock South Extension and North end of D Dock 

Horizon - Face Dock / F Dock 
Cruisers - North End of H Dock 




As one of the oldest and largest yacht dealers in the world, we bring unparalleled 
insight, industry expertise, and uncompromising service to our clients. Contact us 
today to learn how HMY can assist you with all your yachting needs. We proudly offer 
new Viking, Princess, Horizon, Cruisers, and Arcadia Yachts, and are the leaders in 
yacht brokerage and luxury charters. 



HMY 

YACHTS 


n □ IS □ 561.262.4132 | HMY.COM 



Selecting the right yacht brokerage improves your vessel's visibility on the market, as well as how much 
you can potentially get for it. When it comes to listing your yacht with a broker, you should expect the 
most from those who are working for you. 

OUR PEOPLE 


HMY Yachts is nothing without its people and we pride ourselves on attracting top talent. Not only is it 
important for your yacht broker to be experienced and professional, but the network that broker has. 
Inside HMY and within the industry, can make a difference in finding the right buyer quickly. Each yacht 
broker works closely with dedicated administrative assistants who specialize in yacht closings. You will 
not find our strength of knowledge or customer service anywhere else in the industry. 

OUROEEICE LOCATIONS 


It's no secret that the more visibility your yacht has, the better the opportunity you have to sell it. HMY's 
12 brokerage offices are located at major marinas along the Atlantic Ocean, so we're always meeting 
new boaters. We have the best locations in the yachting capital of the world, giving us the unique 
advantage of constantly growing our network of customers looking to both buy and sell yachts. 

OUR COMMITMENT TO MARKETING 


HMY's comprehensive, worldwide approach to marketing your yacht ensures that it always gets the 
highest visibility. The HMY marketing team supporting our yacht brokers is known as the best in the 
industry. So whether we're at a boat show, advertising in the top magazines, or competing for search results 
online, HMY uses the best strategies and tactics available to advertise your yacht. If you want to learn 
more about how we market vessels, please visit the HMY Yachts Marketing Strategies page at HMY.com. 


HMY YACHTS HAS BEEN IN 
BUSINESS FOR MORE THAN 
35 YEARS AND IS THE 
MOST SUCCESSFUL YACHT 
BROKERAGEINTHEU.S.- 
AND ONE OF THE LARGEST 
IN THE WORLD 


OVER 45 BROKERS WITH 
A COMBINED 900 YEARS 
OF EXPERIENCE 


IN 2014 ALONE, HMY SOLD 
MORE THAN 475 YACHTS 


12 BROKERAGE OFFICES 
STRATEGICALLY LOCATED 
AT MAJOR MARINAS 
THROUGHOUT EASTERN 
FLORIDA & SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

LARGEST MARKETING AND 
ADVERTISING BUDGET 
OF ANY YACHT BROKERAGE 
IN AMERICA 


561 . 262.4132 


HMY. COM 







"Nina Marie" 82' 2010 Viking 

Call Tony Maggio: 561 .81 8.1 442 


"Sapelo" 77'2008Whiticar 

Call Dave Berard: 772.341.3669 


"Houdini" 71'1999 Jim Smith 

Call Tim Gredick: 843.607.7256 


'Miss Moneypenny" 70' 2015 Viking 

Call Steve Moynihan: 561.722.9629 


68' 2006 Viking 

Call Steve Moynihan: 561.722.9629 


'Champagne Lady" 67' 2006 Bertram 

Call Scott Levin: 772.263.1208 


Paige iV" 67' 2005 Biiiy Hoiton 

Call Jay Jurgens: 954.263.71 86 


'Jester" 65' 2004 Island Boat Works 

Call Scott Levin: 772.263.1208 


"Big Blue" 64' 2007 Viking 

Call John Strader: 954.61 0.4478 


"Betty Lou" 61 ' 2002 Viking 

Call Dave Meyer: 561.722.1047 


52' 201 4 Viking 

Call Dave Berard: 772.341.3669 


'Cheddar Head" 52' 2007 Cabo 

Call Glenn Clyatt: 786.258.2434 


"Ms T" 45' 2007 Cabo 

Call Mark Mitchell: 407.435.6982 


No Vacancy" 44' 201 1 R&R Boatworks 

Call Dave Meyer: 561.722.1047 


^ J 75+ VIKING YACHTS SOLD IN THE PAST YEAR 
HMY LEADERS IN CUSTOM SPORTEISH SALES 


OURTRADE 


OURTRADE 


HMY.COM 









If you keep waiting for the best time to 
attend a Marlin U trip, you probably never 
will. Do yourself a favor, pick a date, and go 
We always tell our students that the best 
time to go fishing is whenever you can! 

Learn the fine arts of light- and heavy 
tackle angling. Perfect your blue-water skills 
Get tips and techniques straight from Marlin 
magazine experts, including Dave Ferrell 
Peter B. Wright and more. Marlin University'V 
isn’t just an awesome fishing vacation ■ 
the only big-game fishing school that put^' 
you on the water. 

Because that’s where the fish are^^^ 


Costa Rica Feb 17-22 

Guatemala April 21-26 

Dominican Republic May 19-24 
Australia Nov 8-12 




Dave Ferrell Peter B. Wright 
Editor-at-Large IGFA Hall of Fame 


For information, call 407-571-4606, or visit marlinuniversity.com 





2003 72* Merritt 2004 72’ Merritt 

C-30’s 1550 hp each; proven fishing machine, recently completed 1000 hr. service; 2xMTU’s 2000 hp each; low hours; 30 knot cruise @ 1850 rpm; cockpit w/ 
latest GARMIN electronics. One of the cleanest 72’s in the fleet! Call BRYCE mezzanine; 4 staterooms/3 heads. Located in Ft. Pierce. Call BOB 



1 988 62’ Merritt 1 987 60’ Merritt 

Rebuilt CAT 341 2 engines w/Platinum warranties until 10/17; continuously updated; 2007 repowered with MAN CR1 100 hp and recent engine service completed March 

investment priced; no better buy in quality SF; owner reduced $300K for quick sale. 201 5. Complete Merritt refit in 201 0 including paint job, new mezzanine, refrigeration. 

Call BRAD custom interior upgrades, electronics, new Palm Beach Tower and more. Don’t miss 

thte one] Cal MlCHaf 



1 998 58’ Merritt 1 997 58’ Merritt 

CAT 341 2’s (1350 hp) M.O.H. 800 hrs. w/warranty thru 10/15. 2012 refit includes CATs low hours, (2) 27kw generators, mezzanine, Eskimo chipper, hardtop, davit & 

complete paint job, (2) new generators, teak deck, interior decor, bottom job & more. dinghy. Call MIKE 
All systems serviced. Recent survey. Price reduced! Call MICHELE 


Contact Our Sales Department: (954) 943-6250. We Can List & Sell Your Sportfish! 

Bob 954.303.7718 I Bobby 954.494.6741 I Brad 954.802.2962 I Bryce 772.485.8860 I Karl 772.21 5.31 08 I Michele 954.444.9230 I Mike 954.444.3957 












1 999 51 ’ C&S 1 988 50’ R&R Bob Sherbert SF 

Unbelievable over built custom day boat, 1000 hour service just completed. This is QSMIl 660 hp each 246 hrs; turnkey, custom, in mint condition with numerous 

truly a one of a kind; there is nothing out there like it. Please call BRYCE or BRAD upgrades! Call BOB 



1989 44’ Kincheloe-Nickerson Custom SF 2002 42’ Gamefisherman SF 

Twin 8V96 820 hp, Westerbeke 10.5 kw gen, 600 gpd watermaker, spare props. One of a kind & set up for serious big game fishing. Complete re-power winter 2015 
in-deck live well, tuna door, 2 staterooms, 2 heads. Excellent maintenance, fast, w/pair of new C-7 CAT engines w/full warranties and 21 1 hrs. since install. Call KARL 
economical, soft entry & plenty of comfort. Call MICHELE 



2006 38’ Out Island Express 2009 35’ Custom Carolina Calyber 

Cummins 6CTA engines; best in class for speed, economy & ride; loaded w/equipment VOLVO IPS with Sport Fish Mode D-6 500, Dual Helm Stations with full electronics 
for serious fisherman or family weekender; continuously updated. Call BRAD package. Maneuverability is unbeatable! Call BRYCE 


MERRITT’S BOAT & ENGINE WORKS • BROKERAGE SALES 

2931 N.E. 16th St., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 • (954) 943-6250 • merrittboat.com • Serving the Yachting community since 1947! 
Bob 954.303.771 8 I Bobby 954.494.6741 I Brad 954.802.2962 I Bryce 772.485.8860 I Karl 772.21 5.31 08 I Michele 954.444.9230 I Mike 954.444.3957 









2 Intense I 2007 67' Bertram 
$1,995,000 I Ernesto Bustamante, 305.281.7684 
Not for Sole or Charter to U.S. Residents While in U.S. Waters 


Paige IV I 2005 67' Billy Holton 
$1,949,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 



Sari Victoria I 2004 67' Bertram 
$1,695,000 I Tommy Thompson, 954.205.7979 


Premium I 1997 65' Hatteras 
$699,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 


Brokerage & Charter 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Showroom): 954.760.6530 • FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Bahia Mar): 954.376.4836 • HUNTINGTON, NY: 631.824.6161 
MIAMI, FL: 305.638.8495 • NAPLES, FL: 239.262.5063 • NEWPORT, Rl: 401.619.5863 • NEWPORT BEACH, CA: 949.236.4994 
SAG HARBOR, NY: 866.926.3375 • STUART, FL: 772.692.1122 • MEXICO CITY, MX: +5255.8647.2400 
WWW.ALLIEDMARINE.COM • SALES@ALLIEDMARINE.COM 



70’" anniversary 


ALLIED MARINE 


YACHT BROKERAGE & CHARTER 


Reel Happy I 2013 64' Bertram 
$2,849,000 I Ernesto Bustamante, 305.281.7684 
Not for Sole or Charter to U.S. Residents While in U.S. Waters 


Shark Bait I 2006 63' Bertram 
$1,230,000 I Gary Goldman, 954.330.8958 





Rowdy I 1999 63' Hines Farley 
$1,599,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 


Meander I 2000 61 ' Mikelson 
$695,000 I Alan Learch CPYB, 904.502.2266 



Kathy Jo I 2002 60' Bertram 
$699,000 I Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 


Lamplighter I 2013 54' Bertram 
$1,795,000 I Judy Torrey, 561.312.4125 


Brokerage & Charter 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Showroom): 954.760.6530 • FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Bahia Mar): 954.376.4836 • HUNTINGTON, NY: 631.824.6161 
MIAMI, FL: 305.638.8495 • NAPLES, FL: 239.262.5063 • NEWPORT, Rl: 401.619.5863 • NEWPORT BEACH, CA: 949.236.4994 
SAG HARBOR, NY: 866.926.3375 • STUART, FL: 772.692.1122 • MEXICO CITY, MX: +5255.8647.2400 
WWW.ALLIEDMARINE.COM • SALES@ALLIEDMARINE.COM 




"BIG DOG" 

76' Willis Custom Sportfish 
Offers The Very Best Of Everything. 



“The 'Big Dog' was the culmination of 25 years of boat building expe- 
rience. It was an incredible project where no monies were spared in its 
construction. It was built for a very discerning owner who challenged us 
to do the best job that we could. The vessel speaks for itself The 'Big Dog' 
represents state of the art construction and impeccable attention to detail. 
From polished stainless steel tubing in her engine room to the under-lit onyx 
countertops, to the pop-up liquor bar, this build has it all. Her performance 
has become legendary. Fast in a seaway, a proven fish raiser, and comfort- 
able to stay aboard for long periods, the boat represents an incredible value 
to a knowledgable buyer. " 

- Mark Willis, Builder 



From its uncanny beauty, high speed capabilities, wave piercing ride, and 
extremely long range, there is simply nothing that matches this custom boat! 
Interior-wise, she boasts tremendous T 10" headroom, which complements the 
huge salon and four oversized staterooms. The lavish hand-rubbed satin teak 
is matched to perfection and finely detailed throughout the vessel. The engine 
room houses twin MTU M-93 2400 hp engines, which are custom painted with 
chrome galore. Every nut, bolt, and fuel lines are high polished stainless steel. 
This engine room, bar none, is the finest ever. Designed by world renowned naval 
architect, Robert Ullberg, four years went into building this masterpiece. 92,000 
man hours, to be precise. 

Mark Willis accepts nothing less than perfect, which is why his boats are 
all in that category. "Big Dog" is perfect and she is being offered for sale today 
with 2000 original hours. Please come and visit the finest custom sportfish boat 
ever! Contact Jamie MacGregor 

Custom 

23S2 PGA Boulevard, Pafin Beach Gardens, FL 33410 
561.799.6511 info@macgregoryachts.com 

See the Virtual Tour ait MacGregor Yachtv.com 



2352 PGA Boulevard 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 



■V 


IXS. ]ni; 




561.799.6511 

info@macgregoryachts.com 



83' SEA FORCE IX 2007 

A fishing battleship with the 
comforts of a motor yacht. 2400 hp 
16V2000S provide a 29 kt cruise. 

4 SR / 4 head layout, tremendous 
salon w/top of the line equipment 
& a fishermans cockpit. Built by a 
highly knowledgable owner, this 
boat has it all and can do it all. 
CfiiUcl Worldivirie AgienL 


74' SCARBOROUGH 2011 I 

I 

MTU M-93s, 2400 hp engines | 
provide a 35 knot cruise. An I 
absolute beast in a sea! Beautiful 
teak interior accented by 
gorgeous white onyx. It features 
a 4 SR layout with custom decor 
throughout. She shows new and is 
ready to go now. Very nice piece! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. | 



74' TRIBUTE 2003 

Repowered in 2012 with C-32As. 
Provides a 30 kt. cruise, holds 
3300 gallons of fuel. Incredible 
4 stateroom / 4 head layout. 

She's built to travel with 
redundant equipment and she 
shows very nice. Don't miss this 
one! Contact Worldwide 
Ctrrtnl AgdHt. 


72'TRIBUTE 2007 

4 stateroom / 3 head layout, 
plus a huge tackle room. Powered 
by Cat C-32As boasting a 35 kt 
cruise, burning 112 gph. She has 
a beautiful cherry wood interior 
accented by rich leathers and 
exotic marbles. She's ready to go 
anywhere. Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent. 



HIN£S FAftLEY imi. 18SI)lip MTIH ptnvidi l&ki 
cniiu, I bir|< ststonHMiii, 3 Btautvhil CqImb 
mahogany interior w/ superior finish work. Incredible 
cockpit area w/ spectacular ride in heavy seas. Very 
nice boat! Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 





B4‘ MARK VniUS I3f3, OSMirs wiH m 
instal^d in2D11. Twaststsfooist/lwo haad layaul; 
new paint, mezzanine, all new Garmin electronics. 
This is a very nice boat! Contact Worldwide Central 
Agent. 



U' BLACKWELL Gaiarpillar C-32’A'< with 
warrantiai pn)wdt«3&kmrt cmnt, 2 Gananior^ 
and holds 2175 gallons of fuel. Three staterooms, 
full A/C on mezzanine. This is the nicest Blackwell 
flvar Iq lit She h reedy ^ 1'^- Wofldwiile 
Central Agent. 



SO' FAS 3)012. Volvo IPS drive piwfdesSObt 
cniiae speed. Vary saa boat witti a spacticelar 

2 stateroom interior layout! A prime example of 
what a custom boat should be. Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent. 



«4' SUNNY BRIG&S 2001. C-30 Cole 1550hp, 2 
Kortharn Uphix gtfiarvtors. Faaturad a lar^ salon 
with dinette and 3 oversized staterooms. She's had 
many updates and is ready to go. Fantastic sea boat, 
loeetel ip Teiii, Cenfict Werldvride CaOtiil ABeni. 


ar JIH SMITH 'tiSS. 12 cfiMw MANi pni¥iile32 
bteniba #70gph. 3 itatflnHHii/lliaad leyoui Msior 
updates in 2012 include mezzanine with custom 
refrigeration, new teak deck and covering boards, all 
nekvinterwr. ExcSliantciMiditiDn! Conbm Whiidwide 
Connl Agem. 



4$'TGPES CUSTOM lOli. PpwfrH by tmm TlShp 
OSMl 1i. IZldlV gmerstor. This b i oiw-sl-i-hN citKom 
convertible that offers all the amenities. Come in now and 
choose your colors of paint, your own interior preferences, 
and your tower selection. Make this "your" custom boat! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 


44' RYBOVICH 1990. Twin 6V92 Turbos, Blue Printed. 
One of three 44' Exp. built by Rybovich. Always maintained to 
the highest standards by knowledgable owners. Repainted, 
total interior refit at Rybovich, new teak deck & covering 
boards, new LED tower lights, running lights, interior accent 
lights. Truly turn-key! Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



42' RYBOVICH (hlARGARFTAVbCH} EXPRESS 
WAUCARCHiND 2O04Jwiii6S0ilpC^iis 0SM11 
Electronic (2000hr Inspection 2014). The perfect boat for 
fishing or cruising wAoo many updates to mention. This 
vessel has been maintained by a professional captain and 
is lift kept. Must see! Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



42' INVINCIBLE 3G14. DmdaOQhp MimiiY Veradvs. 
Sb» li» a idw <v»j windiaSr laria cgnMif wvtfi 
head, Garmin electronics, dive door, painted hull, 
Gost system with infrared, and more! It's the only 
2014 available! Buy a new boat without the wait! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



42' INVINCIBLE 2014. Triple 350 Yamahas, hardtop, 
tow eye, extra batteries. She is set up as a tender 
with all the bells and whistles. Garmin electronics, 
dive door, forward seating, custom painted hull 
and motors, bow thruster, etc. Warranty until 2020! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



36' CUSTOM ROBERT STEPHENS DESIGN 2003. 
8.3 Cummins 600 hp engine provides a 27 knot 
cruise, burning 20 gallons/hour. Entire boat was 
freshly painted with Awigrip in 2014. Cold molded 
construction, full electronics, bow thruster. A true 
head-turner. Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 


Jamie MacGregor, Scott Alvarez, Robert Biber, Joe Dougherty, Tommy Ewer, Max Olivier, Jimmy Werling 


acGregorYachts^oi 






GET TO BLUEWATER 


Vi(^\Ay -Lw (^u^ Yggur 


viking 

yacAHs 



Viking 70 Convertible - Remarkable Maneuverability! - Contact Us Today! 



Viking 55 Convertible - Tournament Winning Cockpit! - Contact Us Today! 



Viking 46 Convertible - Ready for Action! - Contact Us Today! 



62' Viking 2016 - Twin Cat C32A at l,925bp ea. - On tbe Tournament Trail! 



52' Viking Express 2016 - Twin MAN VI 2 at ],400bp ea. - New Arrival! 



42' Viking Express 201 5 - Twin Cummins QSC at 600hp ea. - Ready to Fish! 



Bluewater Outer Banks Yacht Yard Jarrett Bay Marine Park Bluewater Yacht Yard 

Wanchese, NC - Broad Creek Marker i6 Beaufort, NC - ICW Mile Marker i^8 Hampton, VA - Hampton River Marker 2 

252.475.1420 252.728.2690 757*723.0793 





BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COM ^ 877.269.302i 


O/u purar ten 

sntes 
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\70R 




Sabre 
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CBUliSERS VAC^Tib a t n 1 » 

(New model representation varies by territory) 



82’ Viking 2010 -Call Earle: 757.434.4034 



78' Garlington 2000 - Call John D: 910.262.5566 




63' Custom Carolina 2013 - Call Kelly: 910.231.8890 60’ Hatteras 2001 - Call Ben: 252.241.7757 


56' Paul Mann 2009 - Call Peter: 252.725.3133 55' Viking 2003 - Call Hank: 804.337.1945 


50' Viking 1998 - Call Scott: 443.373.6313 50’ Hatteras 1993 - Call Mark: 757.406.1673 




68' Hatteras 2008 -Call Clark: 919.669.1304 


64' Hatteras 2006 -Call Clark: 919.669.1304 





60' Hatteras 2005 - Call Howard: 252.241.4831 


58’ Ritchie Howell 2003 - Call Roger: 410.456.3659 


55' Viking 1998 -Call Sean: 910.620.1900 


54' Hatteras 2005 - Call Clark: 9109.669.1304 


49’ Caison 2010-CallJohn 0:910.262.5566 


48' Cabo 2007 -Call Clark: 919.669.1304 






47' Buddy Harris 1991 -CallJoe: 252.241.1316 


47' Post 1997 -Call Hank: 804.337.1945 


43’ Rybovich 1965 - Call Bob: 732.598.1374 


41' Albemarle 2012 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304 



40' Cabo 2006 - Call Scott: 703.307.5900 



36' Albemarle 2010 - Call Peter: 252.725.3133 


35' Cabo 2009 -Call Doug: 443.497.2582 


34' Jarrett Bay 2014 - Call us Today! 


Baltimore, Kent Narrows & Ocean City, MD — Gloucester Point & Hampton, VA — BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COAA 
Wanchese, Beaufort & Wrightsville Beach, NC — Charleston, SC — Riviera Beach, FL — 877*2^9*3^21 












tournamentyachtsales.com 

View yacht videos on our website. 


Every day is 
a tournament; 
let us compete 
for you! 



102' DESTINY M/Y 2001. “Pushy” accommodates 10 guests in 5 large staterooms with an on deck master. 
Twin 2800 HP 12V400 M90 MTU's cruise 24 knots @ 1850 RPM, max 30 knots. $400,000 refit at the 
Rybovich yacht yard in 2010 with new AV systems, interior soft goods, electronics upgrades, etc. 


68' WEAVER BOATWORKS 2008. Beautiful custom sportfish now offered for sale. 4 stateroom / 3 head 
layout with teak mezzanine. 2400 HP MTU M93 engines, easy 38 kt cruise! 48kt top end! One of the 
finest Weavers built. Highly customized interior. (2) 25 kw Northern Lights Generators. 



64' CAISON YACHTS 2006. Economical with C32 @ 1650hp. New paint job by American Custom 
Yachts, new teak deck, new enclosure, new carpet, upgraded electronics, watermaker, icemaker, bottom 
work completed October 2014. 


60' RICKY SCARBOROUGH 1998. Twin CAT 3412's. 3 stateroom 2 head layout and room to sleep 6. 
Upgrades in 2010 include new paint, generator, new bottom faired and painted. 2014 new A/C, engine 
mounts, hot water heater. Furuno 3D Navnet electronics, Garmin Plotter. Tournament proven. 



58' DAVIS BOATWORKS 1998. 3/3 layout boat 
with 750 original hours on CAT 3412's, twin 
generators, water maker, maple interior, Eskimo 
icemaker and more! 


58' MONTEREY CUSTOM 1988. 2003 CAT C-18s, 
many recent updates: paint, SS shafts, power 
steering, transom fishbox, 96 mile touchscreen 
Furuno radar, 41 ft. Rupp Tournament Outriggers. 


57' ISLAND BOATWORKS 2014. 2013 White Marlin 
Open Winner. Twin C32 Cats 1650hp w/3-year 
warranties. 41 kt cruise, 48 kt top speed. Multi-level 
cockpit mezzanine seating. Sat HDTV, bait freezer. 


57' CUSTOM CAROLINA ISLAND BOATWORKS 
1996. Twin 1100 hp MAN D2842LE401 cruise 
32 kt @1950 rpm, 36 kt @2100 and max 40 kts 
@2300 rpm. Three stateroom, 2 head layout. 



50' VIKING 1998 w/ 10 cylinder man engines. State 
of the art, new Simrad electronics with JL audio 
system. New bridge curtains, fresh bottom paint. 
Just completed full detail on topsides and hull. 


45' OCEAN YACHTS 1999 SUPER SPORT. 
Excellent condition with many upgrades, 485 hp 
Detroit 671 TIB's, 1100 hrs. Cockpit controls. Sub 
Zero's and much more. 


2006 41' LUHRS CONVERTIBLE. Roomy 85-square- 
foot cockpit. Huge flybridge that ranks among 
the largest in her class. A factory hardtop was 
standard. Cummins 580hp diesels cruise in the 
high 20s and reach around 30 knots wide open. 


41' ALBEMARLE 410C FACTORY DEMO. This demo 
boat was kept by the former owner of Albemarle 
Boats. Never registered. The person who buys her 
will be the original owner! Full of upgrades too! 


Call us for your next purchase or sale 

1-866-N EW-YACHT ( 866 - 639 - 9224 ) 




Sponsored by 

MERCimY 


Jimmy Fields • Alan Fields • Dave Fields • Ronnie Fields • Jeff James • Bill Jones • Charley Pereira •Scott Smith • Gary Stamm • Steve Trattner 

info@tournamentyachtsales.com • tournamentyachtsales.com 
Ocean City, MD • Outer Banks, NC * Palm Beach, FL 



GETTO BLUEWATER 



ACHIEVE YOUR LONG RANGE FISHING AND CRUISING 
DREAMS IN WORLD-CLASS STYLE AND PERFORMANCE! 





78’ Garlington 2000 - JARUCO 

You’ve seen it and read about it— now is your chance to own it! 



See JARUCO 
on Bahia Mar 
D Dock 
this 

November! 


FORT LAUDERDALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

BOAT SHOW 



• I 6v2000 MTUs w/warranty 

• 3 1 -32 knot cruise 

• Seakeeper gyro stabilization 


• 4 staterooms, 4 I /2 heads 

• Engine room access from crew 
quarters, mezzanine AC and day head 


• Epic multi-million dollar refit 
performed at Rybovich in 20 1 3- 1 4. 
From the tower to the wave-formed 
rudders, it has it all, and it’s all NEW! 






UNITED YACHT SALES 



61’ JARRETT BAY - 2000 

3 stateroom 3 head layout. Completed major MTV service work, 
refinished all bright work & painted bottom. Asking $685,000 

Greg Graham 305-522-4739 



40' KNOWLES - 1986/2011 


Custom 40’ Billy Knowles cold-molded express sportfish. Considered 
by many to be one of the finest mid-sized express boats ever made, 
she was the inspiration for the 44 Garlington. 

Christopher Cooke 888-922-4814 


UYS Listings 



52’ Buddy Davis - 2007 


Powered by V12 MAN 1360hp Engines! She was built for the 
experienced offshore fisherman and cruises at 31kts! 

Andrew Troyer 850-499-7013 



36' GlASSTECH - 2001 


This one of a kind Custom Walk-Around is the ULITMATE South Florida 
TOURNAMENT Sportfish. The Boat was hauled in the summers of 
2012/2013/2014 and received an extensive re-fit. 

Keegan Bird 772-215-1691 



43' JC BOAT Works - 2009 

Twin 715hp Cummins. Custom two stateroom, two head 
tournament boat. Hull was designed by Charles Jannace 

Mordy Miitz 516-606-1282 



33' Custom French - 2005 

A Steve French Design based on the same hull form as the renowned 
Garlington 44 & 61 . Vacuum bagged epoxy / corecell construction with 
Kevlar bottom. 

Steve French 772-486-3954 


New Jersey division 

Over 1000 Listings to Choose from including over ISO listings located in New Jersey 



64' Titan -2015 

Twin C32 1925hp 3 Staterooms 3 Heads and Mezzanine. 
Seakeeper Gyro. www.TitanYachtsForSale.com 

Scott White 609-780-0309 



37' GAMEEISHERMAN - 2002 


T/440 Yanmars, Teak Decks.Value $325,000 

Scott White 609-780-0309 


\ . 



46' Custom Release - 2012 

Twin Cummins 715 HP. Designed to fish, and fish hard, with input 
from some of the finest captains and anglers. Asking $975,000 

Bin Kocis 609-439-6159 



56' CORE Sound - 2001 


T/700 MTU’s 2 Staterooms 2 Heads. Value $550,000 

Scott White 609-780-0309 



42' HENRIQUES - 2007 

C12 CATS, Two Staterooms, SAT, FLIP, Exceptionally Clean 

Scott White 609-780-0309 



48' OCEAN 1988 

T/671TI’s Rebuilt Low Hours, Many Updates 

Scott Krawiec 609-970-2677 


SEE UYSNT AT FLIBS ON C DOCK AT HATTERAS YACHTS DISPLAY 


WWW.UYSNJ.COM 
SCOTT WHITE - BILL KOCIS 

Scott krawiec 





WWW.UYSNJ.COM 
RJ melton ^ Frank WISE 

Steve Castellini 


Exclusive Dealers for New Jersey! 

Contact us for all of your Hatteras needs! 

WWW. UNITEDYACHT .COM 









One of the finest in all sea conditions! Call BUI Snyder: 561 -371 -41 61 by the Rybovich yard, don’t miss this great opportunity! Call Bill Snyder: 561 -371 -41 61 



65* RYBOVICH 2001 """ ^ gg, rybOVICH 1997 


Low hours S.M.O.H. on 12V2000S. 3 stateroom/3 head layout with mezzanine. Amazing Completely refit with! 360hp ORMANS, Bausch American tower, new electronics, teak, 


seaworthiness & speed! A TRUE HEAD TURNER! Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 paint, varnish, etc...This boat is nearly perfect! Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 



48’ BUDDY DAVIS 2007^^-=^ 

C-18 CATs. SUPER CLEAN with many updates 
including: new mezzanine deck, new Stidd chairs. 

Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


45’ RYBOVICH 1969/2012 

Completely restored classic in absolutely perfect 
condition! One of the prettiest Rybos ever built! 

Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


42’ GAMEFISHERMAN 2004 

Only Walkaround currently available. 
Recent paint. 480hp Cummins. 

Call Mike Matiack: 772-285-5157 


42’ RYBOVICH 1958 ‘ 

A totally restored classic that is a true 10! 
CAT power, Hopewell tower, 


40’ JERSEY CAPE 2015 

480hp Cummins with only delivery hours! GORGEOUS 
WITH MANY CUSTOM TOUCHES & UPGRADES! 


GAMEFISHERMAN NEW CONSTRUCTION 

30’ - 60’ Flybridge, Express or Walkaround 
configuration. Great seaworthiness & speed! 


Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 


Call Mike Matiack: 772-285-5157 


FOR RYBOVICH NEW CONSTRUCTION INFO CALL 











GAUVTI 

CYACHT SAI FS 

galatiyachts. com 


News. Pre-Owned Sales I Charter 
New Construction I Unsurpassed Customer Support 


Anna Maria, FL 
941,757.1365 


Galveston, TX 
409-741 -B71 6 


Destin, f L 
850 654,1575 


Tierra Verde, FL 
727.576.8336 


Tiara ITl^MTttrrio 


Show 


2015 


Join 


Us 


At 


The 


FI 


Lauderdale 


International 


Boat 


Nov 


Nov 


Also On Ortler: 
2016 66' Convertible 


Also Available: 

201 S 42^ Sport Ttnrar 


2015 4r Express NEW In-Sloeh 


61^ BLACKWELL 


er 2005 Blackwoll Coverlible 
$1,495,000 

Call Michgel Ibr details 941 725 2782 


42’ VIKING 


42^ 2013 Vikin! 

$999 

Call Jim IcirdetaNs 94!,228.0530 


70* VIKING 


70' 2011 VikEng Convertible 
WJ7S.OOO 

Can Artie for ilelaijs 850. 253. 7807 


52' 2009 $879,000 Randy 713,816,2165 
47- CNV 2001 $695,000 Sian 8S0.596.1645 


82' 2011 $5,395,000 M 850.259 3346 
02' 2010 54.695.000 Tgiiy 239 450,9612 


er SEA 


i\ 


80^ DONZI ENCLOSED BRIDGE 


61' Sea Force IX Enclosed BHdge 
12,950,000 

Cart Carmine Jr. for details 941725.0587 


60^ 2003 Ertckjsfld Bridge 
$2,195,000 

CaiCamIfisJr for details 941.725.0587 


76* VIKING 




65' - 60' VIKJNG 


85- E0 2000 $975,000 Randy 713,816,2185 
64’ CNV 2007 $1,505,000 Tony 941.527,1273 
60' CNV 2009 $1,995,000 Jim a60.2&9.324€ 


55* wmm 


55' 2013 $2,375,000 Tony 941.5271273 
55' 2013 $2^90.000 Tory 941.527.1273 
55' 2013 $2,650,000 Ron 941 545 6272 


50* MARUIMO 


SO’ 2015 Mffilimo M50 
$L45D,000 

Csii Midiael Ibr details 941 ,725.2732 


35* CABO 


35' 2005 $309,000 Ben 850.259.8009 
35 2001 $189,000 Stan 850.596 1645 
m' EXP 2005 $274,900 Ben 850.259.8009 


68 * viking 


6B' 2007 $ 1 ,995, 000 Jim 850.259 3248 
6flr 2006 $1,550,000 Tony 941.527, 1273 
68' 2006 S1 ,695,000 Jim 850 259.3246 


56* VIKING 


56' 2006 $L295,000 Jim 850.2S9.3246 
56' 2004 5895.000 Jim 850 259.3246 


50* VIKING 


50’ 2013 $1,699,000 Stave 650.654.1575 
50' 2000 $585,000 Jim 650,259.3246 
SO 1999 S37B,900 Jason 941 518.1171 


42^ 2007 $429,000 Artie B50.2S9JS07 
42’ 2007 $385,000 Pep 813 299 5884 
42' 2005 S409000 Tony 941 ,5(27.1273 


Naples, FL 
239.430 2033 


Orange Beach. AL 
201 974 5468 


74* VIKING 


74' EB 2007 $2,795,000 Chris 813.503.8396 
74' CNV 2006 $2,795,000 941518.1171 

74 EB 2005 $2,195,000 Jim 850 259.3246 


63*^60* HATTERAS 


60' 2006 $1,300,000 Michael 941 725.2782 
m 2008 $1,549,000 Kevin 850.259 1229 
63' 2012 $2,855,000 Jim 850.259.1246 


54* - 52* VIKING 


54’ 2008 $1,190,000 Ramly 713.S16.2165 
52- 2006 $895,000 Kavin 650.269,1229 


















Visit us at the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show November 5-9, 2015 


62' SPENCER 2016. CAT C-32's w/low hours. PipeWelders Tower. 3/2, Granite, High Gloss Teak Interior. Seakeeper, Underwater Exhaust, Spot Zero System, Livos Mist Eliminator 
System. Mezzanine Seating With AC. Extremely fast! I Come for your personal inspection! 



GIVE IT AWAY - 66' SPENCER 2005. CAT C-32 1650 hp engines. PipeWelders Tuna Tower with 2nd Helm Station. Bow thruster. 4 Cabins. Fresh Hull & Bottom Paints In Blue & 
New Non-Skid 201 5. Underwater Exhaust. Mezzanine seating. New Electronics & Underwater Lights. 





FISHINATOR - 2014 SPENCER EXPRESS 44. Twin Volvo 
IPS 435 hp pod drives. Cruise 28 kt @ 3300 rpm, 32 kt 
@ 3600 rpm. Master forward, 2 berths aft, head/shower. 
Garmin electronics. 


74' SPENCER. Offered Feb 201 7. 2600 hp MTU's will have 
low hours. PipeWelders Tower, Bow Thruster, 2 Seakeepers, 
4 Cabins, Granite, Elegant Upscale Interior. 


34' GLENN BRADLEY CUSTOM CAROLINA CC 2006. 

Twin 300 hp Yamahas w/Porta brackets. Leaning post w/ 
live well, hardtop/tower, transom fishbox, teak cockpit. 
Manteo, NC. 


Office: (252) 423-1686 Fax: (772)343-9055 Email: sales@spenceryachtsbrokerage.com 

OUTER BANKS/WANCHESE, NC TREASURE COAST, FL PALM BEACH, FL POMPANO BEACH, FL 


Daniel Spencer - Cheryl Brittingham - Robby Lawson - Jamie Van Winkle - Brynner Parks - Capt. Daniel "Backlash" Davis - Casey Hunt 


www.spenceryachtsinc.com • www.spenceryb.com 



Worldwide Yacht Sales | Yacht Charters | New Yacht Construction 



2000 78' Buddy Davis - $1,699,500 
Mike Wiener - 267.300.2169 



2008 67' Lyman Morse - $2,500,000 
Rob Dorfmeyer - 216.533.9187 




1989 54' Egg Harbor - $109,000 
Greg Merritt - 813.294.9288 


1967 47' Daytona - $149,500 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 



1972 46' Egg Harbor - $84,500 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 



2006 40' Topaz - $298,700 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 


To see more details about these 



and all 


yach ts around fh~ ^ 

^ ® 9^obe, please visit nur website below. 



1.855.266.5676 | 954.684.0218 | info@curtisstokes.net 







Featured In The Upcoming Fort Lauderdale Boat Show, C/D Dock 


;| Featured In The Upcoming Fort Lauderdale Boat Show, Hatteras Display 


“ Gear Jammer" 63* Hatteras GT, 2013 


"Sideshow" 60' Hatteras GT. 2011 


"Stop the Press" 54' Hatteras GT. 2013 


Tom George Yacht Group 


Marker 1 Marina 

343 Causeway Blvd., Suite 210 • Dunedin FL 34698 
Office in.mmi 


E-mail INF0@TGYG.com 
WebTGYG.com 




Authorized Dea er 


ffairenas 


COBALT BOATS 


@Edge^tei 


70' Hatteras GT. Available April 2016 (Hull #404) 


Spectacular Opportunity To Own One Of The Most Sought After 
Custom Sport Fishing Vessels In The World With No Wait Time! 5 
Staterooms; 6 Heads; Sleeps 10 including crew; Twin 1 6V2000 
M94's with 2600 HP each with only 800 hours! No expense was 
spared when building this custom vessel. Located in Palm Beach, FL. 



Go to: SouthJerseyYachtSales.com 
For all of our new, trade and brokerage inventory! 


SOUTH JERSEY 

YACHT SALES 

SPORTFISHING SPECIALISTS - NEW, USED & BROKERAGE YACHTS 




CC-24 OB-28 
EXPRESS FISHERMEN 

24,26, 28, 29, 31, 33, 36 & 41 

CONVERTIBLE -41 


FS-26,30,32,34&38 

TOURNAMENT -30, 34 & 38 
CUDDY- 32 & 38 

EXPRESS -41 SPORT BRIDGE -41 


BILLFISH-37 EXPRESS -37 
SUPER SPORT 

42, 46, 50, 54, 58 & 73 

MAKAIRA-64 


CONV - 42, 46, 52, 55, 62, 66, 70, 76, 82 & 92 

EXPRESS -42, 46 & 52 MY -75 

ST-42&52 SC-42 
ENCL BRIDGE - 62, 66, 70, 76, 82 & 92 


SKIFF -17 HYBRID -21 
BAY -24 RHIB-40 
CENTER CONSOLE 

29, 32, 34, 36, 39 & 42 



32'BlackfinFB*1987 

T-370hp Yanmar Diesels 

$139,000 


32'Yellowfin*2013 

T-300hp Yamaha 4-Strokes 

$199,000 


35'CaboFB*2004 

T-450hp Cat Diesels 

$249,000 


34'Jupiter*2015 
Triple-300hp Yamahas 

Call for Pricing • New Boat 


35' Henriques Exp • 2004 

T-440hp Yanmar Diesels 

$199,000 


35' Cabo Exp. 1999 

T-435hp Cat Diesels 

$162,900 


35' Carolina Classic * 2002 

T-450hp Cat Diesels 

$169,500 


40' Ocean SF.1999 

T-420hp Cat Diesels 

$149,000 


40' Ocean SS. 2001 

T-420hp Cat Diesels 

$195,000 


43' Bertram Conv * 1 989 

T-550hp Detroit Diesels 

$89,900 


45' Viking Conv* 2004 

T-SOOhpMAN Diesels 

$369,000 


47' Buddy Davis • 1 990 

T-735hp Detroit Diesels 

$178,000 


46'Ocean 55*2005 

T-710hpCat Diesels 

$415,000 


47' Jersey Conv * 1 990 

T-450hp Detroit Diesels 

$125,000 


48' Ocean 55*2002 

T-660hp Cat Diesels 

$275,000 


48' Viking Conv * 2004 

T-IOSOhpMAN Diesels 

$549,000 


52' Viking Open *2010 

T-1 360hp MAN CRM Diesels 

$1,379,000 


54'Viking Conv * 2008 

T-1550hpMAN Diesels 

$1,249,000 


64' Makaira by Ocean Yachts 
2015* T-1 925hp Cat Diesels 

$3,300,000 


52' Ocean 55*2002 

T-825hp MTU Diesels 

$399,000 


COMPI 





GILMAN YACHTS" 



www.gilmanyachts.com 







60' HATTERAS GT 2008 

I A clean, captain maintained, sportfish with CAT diesel power allowing 32+ kt cruise through nearly any sea | 
I condition. A gloss cherry wood four-stateroom interior, plus recent paint and all desired options. In South 
I Florida to promote her sale. Contact Joe Majcherek, Central Agent, for full details. 


63* AMERICAN CUSTOM YACHT 

Currently the only ACY Convertible available, this traditional styled deckhouse model was built to fish. 
30knot+ cruising and complete engine overhauls 525 hours ago. The lowest asking price ever offered on 
an American, $590,000. Now in Stuart, FL. Contact Central Agent, Joe Majcherek for complete details. 


46* RELEASE BOATWORKS 2012 WALK-AROUND 

Infinitely maneuverable, opening light tackle capabilities that other SF this size can only dream of. Cummins 
QSM11s/Zeus power with 1 ,000+ hours and services up to date. Walk-around decks with forward pitch wells. 

, Outstanding equipment & electronics, plus side scan sonar. A beautiful, must see boat. Asking $975,000 Call Joe. | 


72* DONZI SPORT FISHERMAN 1995 

Described as a “Battlewagon”, the 72 Donzi Will Get You There in Comfort! Long Range 3,000 Gal Fuel 
Tanks, Twin 16V92 Detroit Diesel. Three Ensuite Cabins + Crew for Two. Huge Flybridgew/ All Amenities | 
Including a Dumbwaiter! Captain Maintained. Asking: $549K! Contact Jeff Stanley, Central Agent. 


50* BERTRAM SPORT FISHERMAN 1995 

[Three Staterooms/Two Head Layout. Galley Up, Dinette, Large 
I Salon. Major Engine Room Updates. Updated Electronics & Interior. 
I Detroit 1271Trs. Ready to Go! Contact Jim McKee, Central Agent. 


47* CAPE FEAR 2000 

First Time Offered by Original Owner, Two Cabin/ Two Head Layout, 
Carolina-Built Fishing Machine with 800hp CAT’s. Designed by Lee 
Dana with Pipewelders Tower. Custom Chairs. Call Joe Majcherek, CA. 


I 48* DAVIS EXPRESS 2005 

Twin 1000 hp C-18 CAT’s, upgraded electronics, ice chipper, helm 
A/C, fully fish rigged with excellent history and care. See in Ft. 

, Lauderdale. Call Jeff Stanley, Central Agent. 


35* SEA HUNTER 2007 

Triple 300hp Suzuki power, a 24 degree deadrise, and sturdy solid 
construction, plus 4 live-wells. Hardtop with Opening Hatch and Upper 
Helm & Complete Electronics. Asking $119,000 Call Joe, Central Agent 


36* YELLOWFIN 2006 

Updated 2014 with new electronics, there is an electric lift coffin box, plus 
forward seating. Triple Verado power and well maintained. New to the 
market, offfered by a sincere seller. Call Joe Majcherek for complete details. 




39* BERTRAM 2006 

CAT 480 HP C-7’s with 375 hours. High gloss cherry, two cabins, 
mid-level galley. Watermaker, 10 KW Kohler generator, bow thruster, 
swim platform, three sided enclosure. Contact Jeff Stanley, C.A. 


34* BUDDY DAVIS CC 2006 ■ 2010 

Three Boats Available! All with Matching Electronics, Recently Refit 
and in Excellent Condition. Great Looking, Buddy Davis Flared Bow 
and Fully Rigged to Fish! Call Jeff Stanley, CA 


I 32* BOSTON WHALER 2013 

I Twin Verado 300’s with Only 150 hours. Lift Kept, Twin Ray Marine 
15” Screens Plus Autopilot and HD Color Radar. Boat is in near 
perfect condition. Call Chris Stanley, CA 


30* RYBO RUNNER 2014-REFIT 

Head turning at any docK complete update, basically from the bare hull. 

Dressed with custom teak coverboards and varnished helm pod. Tricked out 
with LED lighting, stero, powder coated rails and hardtop. Ready to sell. Call Joe. 


1510 SE 17th Street, Suite 300 • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


954.525.8112 • Lauderdale@gilmanyachts.com • www.gilmanyachts.com 





DOWNEY 


561 - 842-3225 

207 E. Blue Heron Blvd, Suite 1 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 


YACHT SALES, INC. 


65’ Hatteras 2001 
T/Cats 341 2E - Low Hours 
Spacious Interior 
4 Staterooms 
I Great Condition Hatteras Quaiity! I 


68’Wanchese 1997 
T/Cats 3412 - Low Hours 
Extensive updates in 2015 
Fantastic Sea Boat 
Proven Tournament Winner! 


170’ Expedition MY Refit 2006 
6 Ensuite Staterooms 
I Extensive Range, Helipad, Fresh Water Pool 
Great Selection of Toys 
Comfortable Explorer! 


WWW. Downey Yachts, com 


56’ Sunny Briggs 2009 
Cat C-18s with 5 Yr Warranty 
30 Knot Cruise 
Captain Maintained 
Fantastic Ride! 


FYSA 


Fox YACHT Sales 



foY yai /ti Sales 


HUGE BROKERAGE 
INVENTORY 





Viking Convertibles 60' Riviera Enclosed Flybridge 2005 

58' Enclosed Bridge 1999 $375,000 Call Chris Fox Cat C30's, 4 staterooms 3 heads, new teak 
52' 2005 w/mezz, 1050 MANS, $675,000 Call Jay Jones cockpit, 2 Gens., FLIR, Eskimo, water maker, 
48' 2005, 1100 MANS, $659,000 Call Peter Fox Furuno & Garmin electronics. Absolutely 

43'V^'ldnBZOD3,3O0hpWW's,ta9(),OQOCaHCtinsFra pnstlml! SB50,QQ0Ca]l PMbtFis 


61' Viking Convertible 2003 

Twin 1480hp MTU's, twin generators, premiere 
interior, teak cockpit and covering boards. 
Captain maintained and constantly updated. 
$789,000 Call Peter Fox 



Cabo Flybridges 

48' Cabo 2008, C18 CAT's, $699,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' Cabo 2004, 3126 CAT's, $219,000 Call Chris Fox 
43' 2002 Refit 800 MANS $419,000 Call Chris Fox 


Cabo Expresses 

40' 2007 w/ MAN’S $419,000 Call Peter Fox 
35' 2001, 3208 CAT's, $125,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' 2003, 450hp CATS, $199,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' 1994 3208 CAT's $85,000 Call Chris Fox 


65' Hatteras Convertibles 

1994 Open Bridge, 16V92's, 
$349,000 Call John Cochrane 
1987 Enclosed Bridge, MTU V8 396's, 
$325,000 Call John Cochrane 


www.foxyachtSales.com 




40' Gamefisherman Express 1990 

500hp Yanmars w 1358hrs, teak cockpit, 
teak helm, new upholstery inside and out, 
excellent electronics, very well maintained. 
$375,000 Call Chris Fox 


65' Merritt 1993 

1500 HP DD Series 2000, twin gensets, 
mezzanine, new 2012 electronics, 
turn-key, constantly upgraded! 
$1,250,000 Call John Cochrane 


203 W. Cotter, Port Aransas, TX 78373 
361-749-4870 


35 AAazatlan, Rockport, TX 78382 
361-729-3150 


1900 Shipyard Dr., Seabrook, TX 77586 
409-739-4817 


NOVEMBER 2015 120 MARE I N MAG . C O M 








HIGH TIDE ' I BRITNEY JEAN 

68' (20.7m) 2006 Viking I 67' (20.42m) 2003 Bertram 



MISS MARY I CAY SAL 

65' (1 9.81 m) 1 997 Hatteras I 60' (1 8.3m) 1 980 Hatteras 


I 



*Not for sale or charter to US residents while in 

US waters 

PALM BEACH 

MONACO 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

TEL+1 (561)833-4462 

TEL +377 97 77 67 57 

TEL -rl (954) 703-5737 

1 50 Worth Avenue, Suite 1 36 

Le Panorama, 57 Rue Grimaldi 

1318 SE 2ncl Avenue 

Palm Beach, FL 33480 
www.WorthAvenueYachts.com 

Monaco 98000 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Team@WorthAvenueYachts.com 








off the Deep End 


MADF.TUA OIV 
THE REBOUND 

Has the Cycle of Big Blues Swung Around Again? 



Of all the places in the world that big blue marlin frequent, the small 
Portuguese island of Madeira usually isn't the first one that jumps to 
the front of most American anglers' minds. Madeira's proximity 
to Europe casts a unique European vibe that isn't the palm-trees-and- 
sand experience most blue marlin fishermen are used to. Instead, it's 
like a small Portuguese mountain village that was somehow scooped 
up and plopped down in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. 


When you throw in a mix of great people, 
tremendous food and a reputation for truly 
giant blue marlin, Madeira somehow makes 
marlin fishing more civilized! 

The island itself, however, is far from 
civilization, lying 280 miles off the African 
coast, about 250 miles north of Tenerife in 
the Canary Islands. Madeira is actually an 
enormous shield volcano that rises over 
20,000 feet from the floor of the Atlantic. 
It doesn’t stop at the surface, though; 
Madeira is mountainous, and the highest 
point reaches over 6,000 feet above sea 
level. An island that stretches upward is 
going to have a nice lee side, and Madeira’s 
southern coast stays almost completely 
sheltered from the northeast trade winds. 

I’ve only had the pleasure of fishing in 
Madeira one time, during summer 2011 on 
a Marlin University trip. I’d like to say that 
we tore them up, but with four boats fish- 
ing four straight days, we didn’t get a sniff, 
let alone a bite. But that’s kind of what you 
should expect when you fish one of these 
big-fish places out in the middle of nowhere. 
If you hit it right, you can catch one of those 
big girls that can tolerate the cooler waters 
and make it to these remote islands at the 
end of their range. If you don’t, you are 
more than likely to get skunked. 

Although the fish weren’t there, Madeira 
lived up to its wonderful reputation, and 
I have to say that this trip was one of our 


best ever despite never catching a fish. We 
ate great meals every day on the boats — 
linen tablecloths, fresh bread and home- 
cooked meals — and dined like kings every 
night. We fished in flat, calm waters under 
a 2,000-foot cliff that was so beautiful, it 
took our breath away every time we looked 
up at it. Madeira reached its heyday during 
the early 1990s, and big-fish anglers from 
all over the world descended on the island, 
chasing line-class records or tr 3 dngto scratch 
the elusive grander blue off their personal 
lists. Longtime charter fisherman and 


Madeira resident Capt. Peter Bristow says 
the fishing dropped off in 1996 and didn’t 
come back but for a brief stint from 2003 
to 2006. It’s been pretty quiet ever since. 

This year, all the little things that need 
to happen for the fish to show up here in 
good numbers finally came back around. 
'Tt’s the best it’s been in at least 10 years,” 
says Bristow. ''The bait situation has been 
awesome, with mackerel and current — 
everything. I had a feeling it was going to 
get good again this year, and I am going 


to put my head out on the chopping block 
and say that I think it’s going to be good 
again next year as well.” 

How good was it? According to some 
statistics compiled by Hook Hammerling 
over at hillfishreport.com, boats fishing in 
Madeira between June and August caught 
97 blue marlin over 500 pounds. 

Although more than 20 500-plus- 
pounders were caught during June, the 
action really fired off in July, with Anthony 
Johnson, from Davie, Florida, catching a 
652-pounder on Pesca Grossa on July 4 to 
bring the World Cup title back to Madeira. 
"Capt. Frothy DeSilva really deserved that 
win,” says Bristow. "He’s just one of the nicest 
guys, and he worked bloody hard for it.” 

In fact, the Pesca Grossa crew managed 
to catch four blues over 500 pounds in one 
day in July, and the fleet caught 63 over 
500 pounds. For a bit of perspective, 
Hammerling said those 63 fish represented 
over 54 percent of all the blue marlin caught 


in the world over 500 pounds that were 
reported to the site. It tapered off a bit in 
August, with boats catching only 14 blues 
over 500 pounds. 

"The fishing here is definitely cyclical,” 
says Bristow. "And although this is all con- 
jecture, I also believe that the El Nino in 
the Pacific has a huge influence on our 
fishing.” To Bristow, this means that they 
should show up here again for the next few 
years. I certainly hope so, because I’m 
itching to do another Marlin U there. © 


IN FA(] T, THE PESCA GROSSA (]REW MANAGl^D TO 
CATCH FOUR BEUES OVER .“iOO POUNDS IN ONE DAY IN 
JUEY, AND THE FEEET (]AUGHT 6.3 OVER 500 POUNDS. 
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MIKE CALABRESE 






Go big or go home. 

The new Series 2000 M96. Faster acceleration. Outstanding maneuverability. 


Get ready for battle. The new Series 2000 M96 engine is 
ideal for the new class of sportfishing yachts. Available 
in both 12V and 16V configurations, from 1,700-2,600 
hp, the M96 enhances acceleration and meets Tier 3 
recreational emission standards without sacrificing fuel- 
efficiency. Experience the Series 2000 M96-a big step 
up in power and performance. 





www.mtu-online.com 


Power. Passion. Partnership. 



Another ALEXSEAL® 

by Winher Custom Yacht's 

Learn what the world’s most discerning owners, builders and 
applicators have already discovered: ALEXSEAL® offers a superior 
marine coatings system that achieves the industry’s best gloss and 
seamless repair capabilities. 

Simply put, only ALEXSEAL® can deliver true Innovation In every can. 









